Altar-Worſhip ». 
Or 


to the —_ 
Communion Table 
5 Conhidered, - -: 
Novelty bs 
As to Vanity \. charged-Yp- l 
{ the yimguany Con te 
; Atalignty | ti 


Ia an Antitheſis to the Determi- 
nation of Dr. Eleazar Durcon, 
Lately tranſlated, and'ſenf- 
to the world in a Romiſh Dreſe, 
with a Croſs in the Front and 
Fine, 


_— > — — = 


'By Z. Crofton Presbyter, bur proved 
Enemy to all Fanaticks, 


D -———— <a 


In On 


* Levir, 26.1. 70% ſhall not ſet up any 
Image in your Land ts bow dow? un- 
fot. 


' London, Printed for F, R. artbe 
Fountain in Goldſmirchs- Row in 
Cheapſide, 1661, 


I! is a dangerous thing to make 
Innovations , if but in the | 
Circumſtances of Gods Wor- 
ſhip ; thoſe humane Additions 
which would ſeem to grace the 
Inſticution of God deprave 1t : 
the fooliſhneſs of God 1s wiſer 
than the wiſdom of men ; Ido- 
latry and Falſhood 1s commonly | 
more gaudy and plauſible than 

Truth, Biſhop Hall, Contemplat. 
on the Altar of Ahaxz, lib, 20, 

P« I 286. E - 


| 
| 


| 


Or 


'By Z. (rofton Presbyter, but proved 
| Enemy to all Fanaticks, 


BOWING 
to the ha 
- {| Communion Table 
Conhdered, -: 
Novelty Wk 
: | Asto; Vanity. ( charged- up- | 
: the Intquity ON Mo 
R Ialienty of oh 7 | 
« Ia an Anticheſis to the Determi- 
y nation of Dr. Eleaz.ar Durcoy, 
: | Lately tranſlated, andſenf- 
ww tothe world in a Rom:ſh Dreſe, 
| with a Croſs in the Front and 
| Fine. 


AA 


: Fl Levit. 26.1. You [hall not ſet up any 
Image in your Land ts bow dow? un- 
fot, 


' London, Printed 3 a8 4 ar tbe 
Fountain in Goldſmirhs- Row in 
Cheapſide, 1661, 


= br tepidi ſunt qui (briflium cunt 
Belial is fide, Ceremoniu &r mo- 
ribus conciliare ſatagunt : qui cum ex {| 
Babylone ſe egreſſos gloriewtur , boxiq; 
evangelic; haberi velint; exuuias ta | 
wen papers, dignitates , ordints, ves | 
fles, ſtolas, infalas, caſulas, cruces, | 
Imagines , Statuas , Altaria, Cereos, | 
Lampades, Calices, er id genns ſupel- 
leftilia Babylonica ; pro adiaphoris in 
Templis & cultu Dei, mordiens txentur, 
Pareus expoſ. in Apocalypſe cap. 3. v.15, 


” — e 


k 


—_"— 
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| 


SPBLSSED 


The Epiftleto the 
Reader, 


O— 


Chriſtian Reader, 


Eligion ( mans Glory) 
R like Moral and Di- 
vine Vertues, i at- 
tended and often 


enervated by two Extreans , 


. Pcophaneſle and Superſtiri- 


Subjetts, ſinking Religion 
3 A 


on 3 equally odious unto God, 


'. incident wnts men , and 100 
commonly concomitant , and 
that (which « ſtrange) ordi- 


narily prevalent in the ſame 


43 by 


- Chev - 
WAVE 


The Epiſtle 
by Prophaneſs the Defe&, 
and 4t the ſame time ſub- 
verting it by Superſtition , 
the Exceſs thereof. 

Such # mans propenſity to 
both theſe, that nothing will 
refrain many, antil they run 
themſelves on their ewn 
Rnine; and when the judge 
ments of a PFealous God 
hath bid a ſtand to their fu: 
rions courſe; hedged up their 
way, turned them. by weeping 
Croſs, and bound them a- 
gain#t the ſame by the ſacred 
Bond's of moſt Solemn Oaths; 
.-.. yet mercy #& no ſooner 7e- 


. turxed on them, but like 


backſliatsg Iſrael, they fors 
2et God, deal faiſly in. his 
Covenant , and go a who- 

ring 


' 


| 


| 


to-the-Regder; 


_ ring after their own Invens 


tions, 


| Of this ewil,England is become 


4 moſt. fad and ſenſible Em 


bleme +, concerning moa(e pres 
| ſent carriage towards. Religi- 


O01, we aha bg 
the Ten. ſomtimes (on a bare 
Fealonſie) did with the Two 
Tribes of Iſrael, in Joſh.22. 
16, 17, 18,19. What treſ- 
paſs is this that | ye have 
committed againſt the God 
of Iſrae], to. turg away 
this :day from: following 
the Lord; in that you have 
builded you an ALTAR, 
that 'ye might rebel! this 
day againſt the Lord? Is 
the . Iniquity of  Peor too 
little for us , from. .which 

A 4 we 


- The Epiſtle 
we are not cleanſed this 


day? (although there was | 


a Plague in the Congrega- 
tion of the Lord ) but that 
you muſt turn away this 
day from following the 
Lord : and it will be, ſee- 
ing ye rebell to day againſt 
the Lord, to morrow he 
will be wroth with .the 
whole Congregation of If+ 
rael: Wherefore rebel nor 
againſt the Lord, nor rebel 
againſt us, to build you an 
ALTAR beſides the Altar of 
the Lord, 

| How Gods. Sabbaths bave 
been prophaned , and hu 
Sanctuary polluted in our 
Land, we cannot forget : 
and hew our Kings, Princes 
and 


| 


\ 


YL OO SE gan, 


_ 


h_ 


* —— 


ro the Reader, 
and People have been viſit- 
ed by a Jealous: God, or 
yet bleeduig wounds cannot 
but mind us: How his 
Hand hath broug ht our Nation 
under 4 moſt Solemn League 
and Covenant ( from which no 
Power, Pope, Prince or Par- 
liament can abfolve us) for 
the Reformacion- of Reli« 
gion according to his 
Word , all the Chriſtian 
world could not but obſerve 


yet wretched we ,, not only 


forget , but with. a fretting 
violence caſt off, yea, breaks 


through thoſe Sacred bonds, 


returning like Dogs to our 
V omit, which «s mofully 
witneſſed by that Deluge of 
Proaphaneſs and Superſtition 

A 3. which: 


The Epiſtle 


which doth overſpread onr 
Land, unto the again pro- 
phane neglet of Gods 
Sabbath , axd polluting his 
Sanctuary, the whole 
Maſs of Humane Inventions, 
and Idolatrous dregs Conti- 
nued among us at our firit 
Reformation, or innovated 
by our late Prelates, in their 
purſued accommodation and 
Union with Rome. ( that 
Mother of Whoredoms ) for 
which, notwithſkandine we 
have ſharply ſmarted, yet we 
find the ſame Spirit ( ac- 
cording ts its power ) for 
ward to appear: Amoneſt 
- which, Solemn and Reli- 
gious Bowing to, towards, 
or befcre the Communion- 

Table 


to the Reader, 


TIT | - not = . leaſt, 
| thoueh by many the leq 
re FR"; | 4 
"This Ceremony ( for ſuch 
they would have us account 
\ i#) #, afreſh taken up by 
our now-rifing Prelates , 
| and their old Superſtitious 
| Clergy, mot only in Cathe- 
| dral, but ſome Pariſh Char- 


ches : But as yet hath ob- 
tained (that 7 obſerve) few 
Advocates , who openly plead 
for this irreligious , irratiq- 
nal Adoration, only one 
T. D. hath (with a daring 
Impudence and” Feſuitich- 
boldneſs.) tranſlated Dr. Ele- 
azar Duncon h# Determis 
natioy De Adoratione Det 
adverſus Altare ,. delivere#/ 

ſonke: 
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CC Ew— _  —— ——— -— 
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The Epiſtle 


ſome years ſince in Latine , 
4t publick Commencement in 
the Univerſity of Cam- 
bridge, and that - he vi 
| feſſeth to ma 

- > coef i the Ca- 
rranflazion of Dr, tholick Paths 
parconisDe-  gato Valgar 

' Devotion: & 
leſs you fhould miſtake the 
meaning of his Term Ca- 
tholick, he hath affixed to 
the Front and end of hs 
Book, the Crofſe , that Ca- 
tholick Mark of the Romiſh 
Charch : on whoſe Score , 4s 
bis holy Mother-Church, 
( IL conceive he would be: 
waderſlood) he doth pre- 
fume to caſt the Boldneſſe of 
Dedicating this. Tranffati- 

| on. 


to the Reader? 

on} ## DoffFor John Gauden, 
( one of our now attive ri- 
fing Prelates) whom be ap- 
plands for bs Late Signal 
Endeavours to vindicate her 
Honour , and reſtore her 
Glory. 

I cannot but ( in Chart- 
ty) hepe to ſee the indig- 
nation of thi Reverend P- 
tran expreſſed againft this 
Tranſlators Boldneſs; for that 
bis Non-conformity ( i» 
this Point ( at his Late Con- 
ſecration, giveth me cauſe to 
thick his Name i knaviſhly 
prefixed to this Book,  be- 
Canſe his Late unhappy works 
may ( 1 wiſh only ſo ) by ac- 
cident prove ſerviceable to 
Englands. figtul ſhameful re- 

cara, 


"= on i _— - 
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— The Epiſtle 
eurn to 'the Holy-Catho» 
Iick-Mother-Church of Rowe 
to which the coming abroad 
of this Book in a Popiſh 
Form and Diale&, ſeems to 
be a Prelndium. 1 heard 
that. a Fool of late ſeeing 
the now Altar and Croſſes 
over it at Weſtminſter- 46- 
bey, and meeting with a 
Perſon of Hanour , ſaluted 
bim with a fooliſh embrace , 
and this homely Complement, 
God blefle you my Lord, 
you are. reforming Religi- 
on, to the Purity it 'was 
in, in Queen Aaries daies : 
Fooles and Children do com- 
monly. ſpeak truths: If 
ALTARS be ereded and 
adored., without, nay, con- 
oi rary. 


- 
* 
o 


' 
) 


to the Reader. 

trary to Law, and that wn- 
der Honourable counte< 
nance, and be pleaded for 
in plain Engliſh, under our 
Prelates Patronage, we £41 
expe? our Reformation to 
be reſolved into no ' other 
Mode, 

That England may have 
4 ſeaſonable warning, and 
the Vulgar 4 timely Anti- 
dote to poyſon thus prepa- 
red; I have oppoſed nnto: 
Dr, Duncons Theſis 4 plain 
Antithefis, and explained 
and enforced it: with thoſe 
Conſiderations, which tun 
counter to the Arguments of 
the Doctor ,, and hs contem- 
porary Conteftors : IT have 
choſen this Method for the 


ſeke 


The Epiſtle 
ſake of the 'Vulgar , who 
better underfland plain poſt 


tive Aſſertions, than Polemi- 
cal Debates, 


Were I worthy to plead 


with our Riſing Prelates , 
I would demand, Whethes 
they are reſolved to re- 
turn us. to Rome , Or run 
us upon our ufter Ruine : 
For otherwiſe they would call 
a Colledge of Caſaiſts, and 
reſolve that great Caſe of 
Conſcience, Unto, againſt 
what, and how far the S9- 
lemn League and Cove- 
nant doth oblige our King 
and Kingdom ? UF. they 
run themſelves, and eccaſion 
others to run upon the vior 
lation thereof. We well 
know 


a. 
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to the Reader. 


know , Perjury her Prop , 
cannot but much pleaſure 
Rome : But if they will needs 
return imto our Charch 1be 
Romiſh Rubbiſh of Hu- 
mane Inventions, /ately carrs- 
ed ont , I think they may fit 
their . _—_ F —_ 
enoueh, pretending tobe eſta« 
Liſhed Us Law : and need 
n0t take up the Novellous Y 
nities of Altars and Altar- 
Worſhip, condemned by the 
Dodrine of our Church, and 
excluded by the Laws of onr 
' Kingdom, 
' But (Courteous Reader) 
1 have ſmall bope of being 
heard bythem: May Ientreat 
thee to read and regard this | 
ſmall Mannal ; that by ſee- 


ms 
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The Epiſtle 


zng t he gronndl efs ridiculous 
Vanity of this Superſtitzqus, . 


Idolatrows ( worſe than Po- 
piſh ) Novelty , thou maiſt 
be canfirmed. in the fimplicis 
ty of thy Religion, and 
kept from running into, or 
eontenaing for the Exceſle 
thereof, 7 4 pompous Super- 
feition,, not more attended 
with, than tending unto 4 
prophane..Converſation,where- 
in be a[ſnred of the Prayers of 


Feb, 8,2660, | 
Thine in the plain- 
neſs of Gods Wor- 
ſhip, 
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| EPPPPPPPEP 
| The SIN of 


ALTAR-WORSHIP ; 


Or, Bowing to the Coumu- 
Nlon-TazrLie Conſidered, 


COOPER" 3/77 


| PROPOS. 

| Soleman aud Religions bowing to, to- 

| _ wards or before the Communit- 
on-Table, :s fooliſh and unlaw- 
fall, 


—_—— 


| EEE BOwing orReligious 
bending towards 
the Communion-T a- 
ble, \aply confider- 
22nd, 15 not to be 
condemned , no place or inſtru- 
ment,being excluded from uſe,8 

| acceſs 


EM ora is oa - 


[2] 


acceſs unto, as conveniency ſhall |; 


dice ; Bowing the body, or beud- 
ig the knees an ation natural , 
and may be direed, as to the 
performance of it,by ſome ſpecial 
duty requiring that geſture , ſuch 
as 1s Prayer, which conveniency 
may diſpoſe to be performed, in, 
or towards the place, where the 
Communior-T able 1s ſcituare, ra- 
ther than any other place in the 
Church ; atthe ſolemnizarion of 
Marriage , or celebration of the 
Lords Supper, the Miniſter, and 


_ to be married kneel ar, or 


deforette Table for conveniency 
ſake-: or the people in the body 
of the Church, in time of pub- 
lick Prayer, by the order of the. 
Sears, may be directed towards 
the Chancel, and ſo wichour' 0- 
ther change of geſture, they kneel 
rowards the Table , Which is an 
action natural , by accident di- 
rected 79, or towards that place, 

having 


Wd, ob. 2 7 oE5 ER we 


| conn 


[3] 


| having no ground of reaſon for 


the ſame, bur the conveniency of 
the place,co the ſervice to be per- 
formed,and ſo hath neicher prin- 
ciple or form of ſolemn, ſuperſti- 
tious worſhip of the place, or in- 
frument, to which ſach genu- 
fle&ion is dire&ed, ThereforegI 
denominate , that Alter-worſhip 
_— which we enquire, 4 
religious bowing to, or 

towards the Communion T able ; tO 
denore, the Table ro be the de- 
ſigned object ; and ſo,the ground, 
cauſe or reaſon, of that incurva- 
tion , genufleion, bowing or 
bending, which is purely an A# 
eleftwve, done by choice,as ſacred, 
holy, and ſolemn in its principle, 
ground, aim, and intention , 
therefore performed, on fight of 
chat place and inſtrument, andas 
frequently as there 1s any ap- 
proach to, receſſion from, or paſ- 
ling by the Table, when no aRi- 
on, 


[4] 


on, duty, of bufineſs is in hand, ] 
or doth dite& the ſame. And ſo 
the bowng to, or towards the Table, 
1s a diſtin& AR of worſhip, done 
folemnly-and with a compoſed 
mind,.as a piece of Religion, 'ro 
Shelfsrd which the Table, and 
F Treat. that only ( to uſe the 
P3S. 17» dialeR of the afſertors 
18,19,20 of bowing to the Altar, 
2s an holy duty ) is motion nl- 
tus,the provoking DiCtatot of this 
ation, as aduty not to be done, 
in aty other pat of the Church, 
nor to, Or towards any other inſtru- 
ment of divine Service, ſuch as is 
the Desk, Pulpir, ot 'Font , not 
to Or towards, the Chance, if the 
Altar, or Table were removed, 
and not there; and this bowing 
85a piece of Religion, and point 
of devorton, is that, Which I af- 
Th to be fooliſh, and utilaiv- 
ul, 


SECT, 


[s] 


LE -rore——c—— 
= SECT, Il, 

e, | 

q "Tis: towards or before the Ta- 
) | * £84, Taddin the pofition,be- 
] cauſe, rhey Who agtee” .1n rhe 
praQtiſe of, and pleading for the 


a&, do diſagree 1n the expreſſion 
Of it, 

Some (whoſe conſciences ate 
morelivelily couched witha fenſe 
of Idolatry , and would gladly 
ſhift off the guilt thereof) affe&t- 
{ Ing this ation, do prerend to do 
| 1C, noteo, bitto- | 

wards the Table, —_— Inft, of 
not to the Table of 32E Bacram. Þ. 
the Lord,but tothe 5 _SeR.r5; pag. 
Lerd of the Table, 463: 
admitting the Ta- 
ble as a medium, and bowing 
to 1t as Pars Cults, as a part 
of Worthip., biit yet Took: he- 
yond it and dire& their worſhip 
co. God or Chriſt, as the ulti- 
mate 


. 
o & ar? ©, —_—y : 
<4 av4% FAS if "1, 


[6] 


mate objeQt of the ſame, wherein ' 


they do not, nor can deny, the 
Table te be a» objeft, ( though 
not the ultimate ) of Adoration , 
and that they worſhip the Table, 
chough they Ray not at the Table, 
bur have reſpect unto the God of 
the Table ; and ſo the Table is to 
them as the Image, Pix, or Cruci- 
fix, is co the Papiſts, who dopro- 
feſs they worſhip God in, me b 

them ; 1t being not to be denied, 
that the Table is the next, and 


immediate obje&t of the worſhip, 


as having more holineſs , and 
more of Gods preſence than any 
other place, or inſtrument of Di- 
vine Service ; and yet we well 
know, that the Papiſts are con- 
demned, as guilty of dire& Ido- 
latry, and breakers of the ſecond 
Commandment, in worſhipping 
God, by, before, or towards an 1- 
mage, or Crucifix, and how bow- 
ing towards the Table, will be ac- 


quirred 


— 
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quitted from the ſame guilt, when 
found to be an action of che ſame 
Narure, I ſee not. 

However ſome{more nice than 
wiſe, being willing cochear their 
/ Conſciences, and cozen their 
friends) do labor to ſhroud them- 
ſelves under this difference in 
expreflion,we ſhall eaily find ic1s 
a Cloak too ſhort to cover their 
knavery ; for, in ſcripture accep- 
tation, tO worſhip towards or before, 
is, nor imports no other than to 
worſhip to its Objet: ſo to 
kneel, to bow, to worſhip before 
God, is nothing elſe, but bowing, 
kneeling,praying ro, worſhipping 
God, as in Deut.26.11. 1 Same 
: 12, 15,16, 17, 2 Chroy. 20, 18, 
Pſalm 22.7. 72.9. 86.9. 95. 
6, 96.9, 15, 98. 6,9. 1ſa. 66, 
' 23, Dan. 6.10,11, M.cah6.6, 
Rev. 3. 9. cap. 4. v. 10. caps. 5. 
v.83. and many other places; i 
bowing , kneeling, and falling 
down 


- CR, n 


[8] 
down before men , 1s all one with 
falling down to mev, Gen.49.8. 
Exod.11,8.1 Sam25.23.2 Sams 
I'4. 33» 24. 20, I Kings I. 
16,23. 2Kings 2.I5, Soalſo 
bowing, kneeling, or worſhiping 
before, or towards Images or Altars 
is the ſame in Scripture language 
and account, with bowing, kneel- 
ing, or worſhipping to them, 
2 Chron. 25.14. Iſa.44.15,17, 
I9. Dar. 3.5,6. And itis worth 
obſervation, that the good An- 
oel would: not fuffer St. John to 
worſhip, or fall down ar hzs feet , 
or before him, Rew.19.10. 22.8, 
Whilſt the Devil demanded no 
more of our Lord & Saviour,then 
fall down and worſhip before me,Lu. 
4. 7. Which he well knew would 
have been ſufficient to have ſub- 


, verred mans redemption & ſalva- 


tion. And all our Proteſtant Wri- 
rers , and our own homies againſt 
1delatry, and Popiſh adoration of 

Images, 


| 
7 . 


' is holy,Chrifts chair 
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[9] 


Images,Crucifixes, or the Eucha- 
rilt do make bowing to,o0r towards 
chem, the ſame Actin the nature 
of ir, and to leave the ſame guilt 
on the Agent; ſo thar ſuch as en- 
deavor to acquit themſelves from 
the guilt of Superttition and Idp- 
larry by this diftintion and ex- 
preſſion ; do but ſpin a Spiders 
web, and can no more evade, than 
do the Papiſts, whiltt they make 
in their own defence , no other 
plea, than the entangling diſtin- 
Ction of bowing towardt the 
Image and Cruct- 
fix, ' not tot :-yet 
urge al kind of rea- j4 one. - vg 
ſons,which may e-. ,, xg, 
rect the Table, to widdows Law- 
be the Object of leſs, kneelefle 
worſhip, as, that jt Puritan. gag, 
34- Pc 
of State, where Goa hd 
xs Specially preſent. Sabbat, pag. 
That the T ables a 79. 
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Pumorative inſtrument, unto which 


the aſſiſtance *f Grace is never want- 
, either to beget in our minds 


ſuch thoughts of the death of Chriſt, 


or to abſtraft from our perſons ſuch 
a Worſhip of him, if we be not want- 
ang to our ſelves ; and that it ts con- 
ſecrated tothat end, and ſuch like * 
Bur we muſt remember, that this 
rable-worſhip doth no moretend 
than it was intended, to reconcile 
(I hadalmoſtſaid, return ) us to 
Kome. | 

Others there are in this deſign 
( whoſe Conſciences are ſeared 
with an hot Iron, and being re- 


ſolved co bring Rowe to us, whilft . 


they could not bring us to Rowe) 
are leſs ſenſible or more daringly 
reſolved for downright 1dolatry , 
wave all kindof modetty,and pre- 
ſume in private exhortation, pub- 
lick Sermons preached and print- 
ed, and that cum privilegio, and 
open Profeſſions te a 

» 
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[22] 
bow to the Altar ( as they affe& 
to Call the Communion-Table ) 
as they do themſelves, and that 
as an eminent point of Devotion, 
and ſpecial. piece of Worſhip : 
Thus did Giles Widdows 1n his 
Lawleſs , Kneeleſs , Schiſmatical 
Puritan: Mr. Robert Shelford in 
his 5 Treaties, P. 17,18,19,20. 
and The coal fromthe Altar : But 
eſpecially Dr. Fohn Pocklngton , 
in his Viſitation-Sermon, Entitu- 
led, Sunday no Sabbath : wherein 
he runs to this height, and if 
we do xt only bow or bend our bodies 
to this Blefſed Board ov Holy Al- 
tar, but fall flat on our faces ſo ſoon 
a ever we approach the ſight there- 
of, who would condemn ws for it ? 
He might indeed in that age,well 
cry Who? For Archbiſhod Laxd 
would not condemn him for it ; 
whoſe grand Index expurgatoriue, 
Dr. Bray, had pafſed'his Sermon 
withour control or correciongnay s 

B. 3 watch: 
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[12] 
wich his /mprimatur, Who had e- 
Rabliſhed Bowing to the Table 
in the Univer. of Oxf. by Statute 
& Oath, & enforced it by Viſita- 
ction-Articles, High-Commiſſion 
Cenſures, as didalſo Biſh. ren, 
and others, and at laſt commend- 
ed ir in their. Conſticutions and 
Canons Ecclehiaſtical, 1640, Yer 
1n theſe groſs, plain and abſurd 
cerms , not only the Non-confor- 
miſts and kneeleſs Purirans , but 
all Proteſtants, and many of cheir 
own Confederates in that Rowe- 
accomodating defign , yea Pa- 
pilts themſelves would condemn 
them, as the greateſt Idolarers 
in the world, they tranſub- 
Ranriating to- their fancy , the 
Bread in-the Box, and keeping 1c 
placed on th2 Table or Altar, leſt 
they ſhould give Divine Worſhip 
19a Joyners Frame, Which they 
conclude ro be wicked and un- 
lawful: And mad Gybboxs of 
Canterbwy 


[13] 
Canterbury Would play with them 
as With the then Dean of Camter- 
bury, at truſs-a tray , if 1t were 
potiible ro laugh them our of this 
their folly and ridiculous act of 
Religion : and he and others a- 
oreeing in this action,though diſ- 
agreeing 1n the expreſſion , muſt 
give me feave to condemn them 
init, as ating and advancing an 
ation Fooliſh and unlawful, as 1t 
will appear tobe, to all rhat ſhall 
ſeriouſly obſerve and confider the 


Of Solemn and Re- 
Yn; ligious bowing to, 
In; «4 . rowards , or before 

Quity> \rhe Communicn- 


Maligntty, 4 Tit. 


Religious, Solemn Bowing to, 
towards or before the Communt- 
on-Table was never digirated by 
any Primitive or Catholick pra- 
Qiſe or Preſcript of the Church ; 

B 4 therefore 
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therefore it is a Novelty. 

Religious ſolemn bowing ta, 

towards or before the Communi- 
on Table is no way CiCtated by 
che nature or quality of the Ob- 
je ; andtherefore it is a YVanty. 

Religious, ſolemn bowing to, 
roxwards or before the Communi- 
on Table,ts no where directed by 
Gods Word ; and therefore it 1s 
an [mquuty. 

Religious, ſolemn Bowing to, 
rowards or before the Communi- 
on Table, 1s an ation in the uſe 
of ir, dangerous, finful and ſcan- 
dalous ; and rherefore chargeable 
with Malignty. | 

Theſe things conſidered, . and 
cleared, will fully conclude, that 
folemn religious bowing to, to- 
wards or before the Communion 
Table, 1s Foeliſh and Unlawful : 
Let us therefore conſider them in 
their Order, 

And Firſt, of the Firſt: The 
Novelty thereof. ty of 


> 


[35] 


SECT. III, 


"HE Firſt Demonſtration of 

che Folly and Unlawfulneſs 

of ſolemn and religious Bowing 

ro, towards or before the Com- 

munion Table, is ,, the Novelty: 
rhereof.. 

Thar Novelties in Religion; and 
matters of Divine Worſhip are: 
Fooliſh and Unlawful, lpreſume F. 
need not ſtand rove. ;. it bes 
ing granted by all men, 
Heathen or Chriſtian, Civil er- 


Religious. 


Novelty. 1s a diſpoſition, not: 
morevain and childiſh in irs ſub-. 
JeRs,. than dangerous in its ef-- 
fects and operations, ſubjecting 
the moſt tableprinciples, and ſe-- 
rious practiſes to unſife and un-. 
reaſonable- murations ;:. thereby. 
proving the Mother of Sedjtiovat 


Boy i | 
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the Commonwealth, and Super- 
#1ition in the Church, innovating 
vanities, goodfor nothing burto 
ingender {trife and contention , 
verifying the Greek Proverb , 
Tloma' give, md xwvd'; Novelties 
are vanities, and are therefore in- 
hibiced by all Politicians or pru- 
dent Legiſlators, not only by 
their Councels and Commands, 
but the Peoples Sacred and So- 
lemn Oath. LZycurgus ſubjects 
himſelf ro perpetual exile, that 
he may ſuperſe& the changes of 
his Lacedemonians ; and Plate his 
Rule cannot bur be by all receiv'd 
( eſpecially in things of religious 
concernment)Ne quid in rebus ad 
Religionem attinentibus mnnowvetnr ; 
That Novelties in Religion be 
not admitted : Serious and fin- 
cere 1s the obſervation of Dr. 
Hall, in his Contemplations, on 
Ahaxz his new made Altar, Pag. 
1286, It is dangerons preſumprion 

$9 
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to make innovations , though but in 
the Circumſtances of Gods Worſhip : 
God doth no little ageravate 1ſra- 
els 1dolatry and Superſtition by 
its Novelty : Hath a Nation for- 
ſaken their gods, which are no gods? 
but my people have changed their 
glory, Jer. 2.11. And they ſacrifi- 
ced unto devils, not to God ; to gods 
whons they knew not, to new gods, 
that came newly up, Deut. 32. 17. 
And obviateth their folly,and an- 
ticipateth their vanity by a plea 
of antiquity, Remember the dates of 
old, conſider the years of many gene- 
rations ; ask thy F ather ,and he will 


| ſhew thee ; thy Elders, and they will 


tell thee, Deut. 32.7. Have ye not 
knows, have ye net heard hath it not 
been told you from the begining ? 
Ifa.40. from wv. 21.to the end of 
c.41, Icannot but own antiquiry 
as 2 good witneſs in matter of 
fa&t, though ir wantthe authoriry 
of a Dictator in poinr of 

duty. 
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dury. I ſubſcribe readily ro Sir 
Francis Bacons Aphoriſmthat an- 
tiquty without verity, is a Cypher 
without a Figure. Yet none can 


deny Novelties in Divine Worſhip. 
to be real wanities; The {ſenſe 


whereof hath 1n all ages ated the 
Devil and his Inſtruments to raiſe 
up ſcorn, contempt, and enmity 
againſt Gods pure Worſhip and 
rrue Religion, with the falſe 
Charge and loud clamour of No- 


velty; thus the Heathen of old 


judged the firſt planting of Chri- 


ſtian Religion the —_—_— of 


zew gods : andthe Papiſts of late 
reproach and retard Reformation 
with their clamorous demand , 
Where was your Religion before Lu- 
ther ? pretending antiquity for 
their greateſt. Impiety and Idola- 

, ., Itty: AS Paulus Sa- 
muſes Ml. moſatenns ( tha hor- 

1 rid Heretick ) caſt 


tlie. ScriptercePſalmes Out of the: 


Church,, 
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Church, as new-found. figments of 
Late Writers ; by reaſon where- 
of Religious antiquity hath need- 
ed to be aſlerred(wirh an hec nov;- 
tas nou eft novella vantas, res 
enim eft antique religioms per felt 
fundata in pretate Chrifts, antiqua 
hereditas. eccleſie ) as the ancient 
appointmenc of God, and inhe- 
ricance- of the Church : The 
ſame Method hath been, and yer 


' is moſt exactly obſerved by Eng- 


lan ds poptſhly atteed Prelatez, 
and their obfequious Chaplains in 
their Caſſandrian accomodation, 
for bringing Rowe to England, 
whillt England will not go to 
Rome ; wherein they decline the 
Scripture (the only.reaſon-of Re- 
ligion and Rule: of Divine Wor- 
ſhip)8 prerend Antiquity, Catho- 
lick, Primitive and Eccleſiaſtical 
prattiſe and preſcription in their 1n- 
novatton of humane Inventions, 


unto:the obiruRion of a due, ne- 


/ 


| [20] 
ceſlary, inchoated, and ſolemnly 
cavenanted Reformation; though 
herein they are ordinarily miſta- 
ken and confounded;it hapning to 
them , as unto Tertullians Here- 
Licks, v1derint nouvnm efſe quod fibi 
eft vetus, repreſenting Novelty to be 
Antiquity , and Antiquity to be 
Novelty ; concluding ſome tract 
of time to be a ſufficient plea 
for the Innovation of thoſe 
things in divine Worſhip, which 
mult needs interfere with the In- 
ſicutions preſcribed and practt- 
ſed from the beginning, and ſo 
expoſe themſelves to the ſhame 
and guilt of folly and unlawful 
ating , whenever the novelty 
thereof ſhall be dereRed ; the 
which befals them, as in other ſu- 
perſiicious rites, ſo1n this af .4l- 
rar-worſhip, or bowing to,towards or 
before the Communion T able, con- 
cerning Which , we ſhall firſt en- 
quire, not ſo much what was the 
COIs 


[21] 
command and inſtitution from 
the beginning, which fals in its 
lace to be conſidered ; as what 
th been the ancient cuſtom or 
conſtitution of the Primitive and 
Catholick Church, which we in- 
tend as an argument ad hominers, 
calculated for the clamorous pre- 
renders to antiquity for all their 
innovations and Superſtitions in 
divine Worſhip, and therein we 
affirm ; 

Solemn , religious bowing to, 
towards or before the Communion- 
Table was never digitated by the 
Primitive Catholick, pratliſe of the 
Church; wherein we muſt confeſs 
it 1s more proper for us todeny, 
than to aſhrm, and pur our afler- 
tors and conteſtors for this piece 
of devotion, on the proof of the 
primitive and catholick uſe theyeef, 
which may acquit them from 
the charge of novelty laid againſt 
chem, i being to ns a ſufficient 
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 evidence,that no authority of an- 


tiquicy doth digitate it; for thar 
though.chis practiſe doth pretend 


- tobe {et by this Dial,. yer the 


Dial is obſcure, & no ways made 
obvious by the innovators of this 
Devorion - and that rule muſt be. 
our reaſon, ox-eſſe; & non appare- 
re, idem.eft, it 1s all one, nor to- 
be, and not co beſeen. 

I mult indeed confeſs, .that the 
Pulpir aud the Preſſes have ſpo-- 
ken it ( from more mouthes and 
Pens than one )) That bowing to 
the table. is a» aucient & commen-- 
dable practiſe and piece of reve- 
rence,.yea we are ſo told, and as 
ſuch, haveit commended to our 
practiſe, as fit to be rewvived,, 
(which implies it co have been, 
in uſe, though then almoſt buried 
and forgotten ) by the erave , 
learned and judicious Suffrages of 
the Convocation. of both Pro- 
vinces, held by the two Arch-Bi- 

ſhops: 


[23] 
ſhops of York & ( anterbury, cum 
previlegis Majeftatis ; in their 
Canons and Conſtitutions Eccle- 
faltical, Anno Dom. 1640, Where- 
in they thus expreſs themſelves ; 
We think it meet and behooful, and 
heartily commend to all good and 
well affetted people, members of this 
Churchyhat they be ready to tender 
it unto the Lord, by doingreverence 
and obeiſance at their coming in and 
going out of the ſaid Churches aud 
Chappels, according to the moſt an- 
cient cuftom the primitive 
Church im the pureſt times, and of 
this Charch alſo for many years of 
the reign of 2s, El. The revromg 
x” 229” 4 of this a:cient and landa- 
ble cuitom, we heartily commend to 


| . theſerious confiderat TL of all good 


people, without any intention to exhi- 
bit any religious warſhip to the Com- 
»wn:on Table. 1 am notwilling 
to break modeſty ſo far, as to 


charge theſe. Reverend Fathers 
with 


[24] 
with a Lie and fallacious inſinuati- 
on, though the laxiry of their au- 
thoricy, commending whar their 
Reaſons might warrant,and pow- 
er might authorize, affords a 
ground on Which to ſuſpeRt it : 
I ſhall therefore confeſs , that 3f 
Obeyſance & Reverence exprefled 
by bowing t9, towards or before the 
Communion Table, were the moſt 
ancient cuſtom in the Primitive 
Church,n the pureFt times, it were 
well worth the ſerious conſideration 
of good people in order tothe revi- 
ving thereof: Bur for this anti- 
QuitY, we have no evidence but 

ir bare ſay-ſo, and although 
we are ready to own ſuch aflem- 
blies as ObjeRs of Reverence , 
yet we are not reſolved into ſuch 
an implicit Faith,as to apprehend 
their ſay-ſoa ſufficient ground of 
credence, until we are convinced 
of their infallthili:1es, eſpecially 
1n a matter of fat, which them- 


ſelves 
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ſelves can only know by report 
and teſtimonies,they not ſo much 
as naming any Father, Council or 
Ecclefialtical Hiſtorian ,, whom 
we might examine as a witneſs , 
ento this moſt ancient cuſtoms of 
the Primitrve Church in the pureſt 
times; Nor do ſo much as read 
unto us the examination and de- 
poſition of any witnels taken in 


_ private by themſelves : Weare 


ſure this 15 notthe 
uſual merhod of the 
Church of E ngland, 
or her Advocates, who in her Ho- 
milies of the peril of Idolatry, 
ſpendeth the ſecond part of the 
Homily in producing reſtumony 
ro the matter of Fac, and an- 
cient cuſtom , and pradtiſe of the 
thing to which ſhe perſwades : 
Whulft therefore they expegt our 
conſent to an ancient cuſtom, and 
tie us t9 believe !as the Church be- 
lieves, they raiſe our — 

chat 


2 Book of Hg« 


milies, p.zle + 
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[26] 
t hat they palliate an apparent /x- 
2ovanon, with the falfe pretence of 
@ncient and laudable cuſtom of the 
Primurve Ch. in the pureſt times. 
We muſt confeſs, we cannot 
ſay we never found bowing to 
the Table commanded and pra- 
Ctiſed in our Church ; for then 
we muſt needs be i — the 
Injun&ions of Car- 
Fox Afr and. 55.1 Pool's Viſa 
p-178$1, , . 
cors, in the Viſita» 
tion of the Univerfity of Cams- 
bridge , in the time of Queen 
Mary,who amongſt other things, 
did order the Schollars how ro bow 
ts the Altars: Ard muſt needs 


De Preci:us ſolen, 
& O0blationibrs in 
d e Comitiorum, 


the new Statutes 
made byArchbi- 


$:4.1,p.2, ſhop Lad, the 

then Chancellor 
of che Univetficy of Oxford,print- 
ed 1638. and direfing all the 
Schellars in their Order ad mer- 


ſam. 


be ignorant of 
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[27] 
ſam Enchariſtie ſacram cum debi- 
ta reverentia oblationes faciant (wb 
by words and practiſes they incer- 
preted to be a lowly bowing to, 
towards or before the Table ) for 
omiſſion whereof they were pu- 
niſhable at che pleaſure of the 
Vice-Chancellor, and to pay five 
ſhillings; And muſt needs be un- 
acquainted with the Viſitation- 
Articles of Biſhop #re», Biſhop 
Perce, Biſhop Lindſey, Biſhop 
Skimmer, Biſhop Mountagne, and 
ethers, who among other things, 
cauſed {tri enquiry about every 
mans reverent behavionr at entrin 
into the Church by bowing towards 
the Altar. Bur yer I muſt be bold 
co ſay,our Church is not the moſt 
Cathelick, or Primitive, nor yer 
chepwreſt Church: that bowing to 
the table was never preſsribed 
the publick authority of this Charch, 
che Convocation in 1640, did 
only commend it as /audable, not 
COm- 


[28] 
command it as neceſſary ; but left 
it at liberty as O—_ ; Ir was 
never umverſally prattiſed by our 
Church, ck fey Gil in 
Univerſity Chappels, and advan- 
ced in particular Dioceſles : ac- 
cording to the afteCtions of fin- 
gle Prelates, who enforced it 
with their perſonal authority : 
And yet zt paſſed not without ſusþ1- 
tion aud cenſure of Innovation and 
Novelty, by ſome of the Biſhops, 


as Dr. Wright of Coventry and 


Litchfield, and Dr. Williams Bi- 
ſhop of Lincolne, witneſs his 
Holy T able , Name and ' Thing : 
And laſtly, this maketh no amiqui- 
ty, it being the a&t of this age on- 
y, and not able to account 60, 

nay ſcarce 3O years towards a cu- 
tom, in which-time it,hath been 
more than once arreſted as an 1»- 
»ouation, and as far from appear- 
ing the ancient praftiſe of ihe 
Primicive Church in the Purelt 
times: 


CEE 


f 
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times : Nor do we obſerve the 
praQtiſe of it in the times of Qu, 
Elizabeth , either firſt or laſt, 
with any approbarion or alloy- 
ance of the Church ; though now 
again with much earneſtneſs ic be 
endeavoured to be revived : A- 
oainſt which, I think I may be 
bold to ſay, that we have many 
juſt and conlicerable reaſons to 
believe they cannot produce one 
honelt witneſs or authentick teſtt- 
mony, to prove that the Primi- 
tive Church in its pureſt times, 
did ever prattiſe or preſcribe ſolemn 
and religious bowing to, towards or 
before the Communion Table, the 
which we ſhall nat fear to pro- 
duce unto them , that they may 
. Teprove our cenſure of thelr No- 
velty , by better informing our 
judgments ; and they are theſe 

I, The zeal aſſertors of, and 
conteftors for this reverence , do not 
produce ſuch teſtimony, bowever 
men 
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men boaſt and brag they have 
good __ evidence and ſubſtantial 
witneſs, they mult be caſt in their 
a&ions,and condemned as guilty, 
if they do not produce them : 
eh2y muſt be raken for firſt Inven- 
tors and contrivers of miſchief, 
who are active in it, and cannor 
produce their author. 

2. The Fathers and Eccleſiafti- 
cal Hiſtorians (by whom all Rices 
and Ceremonies uſed in the Pri- 
mitive Church,are molt accurate- 
ly ſer down) do make no men- 

; tion of ſolemn or 
Centic. Magdub, religious bowing to 


2,3,45,6 7,8,9 
£d. c.6. de cere- fowar ds or before 


moniis &r titibus the Communion- 
Eccleſ. table, which of all 
other,had it been 

athing of that moment , ſo axci- 
ent and laudable a cuſtom, and re- 
verent acknowledgment of the Di- 
vine Majeſty, as it is recommend- 
ed to be, would not have been 
paſſed 


[31] 
paſſed over in filence by them : 
Nor is there in all the writings 
of the Fathers which I have read 
( or menof more reading chan 
my time or affairs will ard me 
co attain) any paſſage which. may 
ſo much as ſeem to palliate this 
MNovely, wich the leaſt ſhew of 
Antiquity, unlefle ic be that 
Which Nazianzen ; N 
mentioneth of his - te fonere wy 
Mother , quod ve- tris, p. 472. 
nerande menſe uun- 
quans terga verteret, that ſhe ne- 
ver turned her back on che vene- 
rable board , which cannot any 
way be underſtood of bowing to 
the table, bur of never withdrawing 
from the Lords Supper when it was 
. adminiſtred, and fo ſhe turned 


1 | not. her back by neglecting to 


- communicate, the Table being 
put for the Sacrament , as it is in 
many of the Fathers : bur ſhould 


', weadnut whar ſenſe can be deſi- 


GC red 
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redof it , YC 1t 1s but one ſingle 
example, and one Swallow makes 
no Summer ; this one example 
was not till after the year 370.af- 
ter Chriſt, and can ſcarce come 
within the computation of pureſt 
times, or Primitive Church; 
Nor yet 2s it plain for bowing to the 
Table, though ir might plead for 
not rurning the back upon it, I 
read indeed that #ladslaus King 
of Poland after his converſion 
from Paganiſm ro Chriſtianitie , 
Inter equitandum,quoties-cung,tur- 
res eccleſiarums inſpexit,detratto pi- 
leo, caput wclinavit, Deuns qui c9- 
leretar, in Eccleſia wveneratus:when 
he rode abroad , he pulled of his 
Hart, and bowed his head as oft as 
he ſaw the towers of the Church, | 
_— God, who is adored | 
in the C 
will very little avail , becauſe ir 
was far from the primitive and 
pure times of the Church,and di- 
eitates ] 


urch : Bur this example 4 


[33] 


oitates an adoration to. the Stee- 
ple of, nor Altars in the Church, 
and thatis no way commended, 
nor commanded to us by ourNo+ 
yellers. 

3. Becauſe the Fathers in the 
Primitive and Pure times of the 
Church, for more chan 400.years 
afrer Chriſt , condemn all bowing 
to, towards or before Images, or any 
external $ymbal or repreſentation of 
God, and all wor "pp" God im, 
by, throughor towards the ſame, 
affirming and teaching, all d;vine 
worſhip. to be a thing peculiar toGod 
alone,and to be immediately tendred 
wto himſelf , without any ſuch Je- 
condary helps as Images; the which 
1s fully cleared 1n the 
- Hamilieof the peril: 2 Book of Ho- 
of idolarry, and by es p. 21, 
all qur Proteſtant writers, and 
by Dr. #ſher, 1m his Anſwer to the 
Tefuire (hallendge.of Images aud 
pranig to Saints « How therefore 

ALE C2 the 


[34] 
chey ſhould indulge or allow 4 
worſhipping or adoring God, in, 
by, to, towards or before a Ta- 
ble or Joyners frame, imagined 
ro be the Symbol or Repreſenta- 
tion of his Majeſty, and fo of the 
very ſame nature with an Idola- 
erous ' Image , I cannot con- 
CeIVEC. 

4. Becauſe the Chriſtians in 
the primitive _ , n many 

, e222. 2; hundred years 
Dona ne far duciones, afrerChrilt did 
wel de jemicubs ado- prohibire the 
rare, Tert, de corona bows. ng the knee, 
Nueſ __ cr kneeling on a- 
SS toade conſeer, ny L — 
diſtin t,3.' Jerom de *5OM Eaſter to 
eccleſaſlicsobſerva- Whitſont. they 
tjenibus, c, 29. forbad holy 

on any day, an 

that in the very aR of adoration 
or prayer, much morein the time 
of receiving the Lords Supper : 
and that to them ic ſhould bea 
cuſtory 


[3s] 


cuſtom and ordinary praftice, in 
coming in , or going out, or paſ- 
ſing by che Cominunion-Table X 
to do reverence toit, or bow to- 
Wards it, Who would not admir 
any genuflexion in any the moſt 
ſerious,ſubmiſle as of worſhip, 
I cannot believe. | 
5. Laſtly, that nokind of au- 
thors, not ſo muchas the very Pa- 
piſts, do make mention of bow- 
ing to Tables, otherwiſe than as 
they were Altars ; whence it un- 
doubredly comes to paſs that the 
prear ſticklers for this T abſe reve- 
rence, do affe& to call che Table 
an Altar,and contend to have it 
ſo called, and placed at the Eaſt- 
end of the Church ; under the 
wall as an Altar, and according. 
ly furniſh it with Veſſels, Can» 
dlefticks, Tapers and holy Uten-- 
fils belonging to an Altar ; as 
fancying that they may muſter up- 
many teflimonies for Alter-wor- 
C3 ſhip 
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Gip ( ſach as rhey are ) but not 
one for Table-adoration , Which 
| the' Papiſts: ſo 
Fox atts. Monu- much abhor , as 
ments Ed, ut, that they con- 
p. 85+95- 97. temprucuſly and 
Scornfully call our communion- 
Tables,Oyſter-boards & Prophane 
Tables , and yet this Alrar-wor- 
ſip which our Novellers do af- 
fect to render ſynonymous with 
T able-aderation , is fo far from 
being the ancient & laudable cu- 
Rom: of the primitive Charet! _ 
-: \-,;, pureſttimes, that the , 
Aniehe. 35. Serichs of ourChurch, 
(ro the verity of whichtheTable- 
Adorers have ſubſcribed)do reach 
us.to believe, that for more than 
250 years after Chr;/#,the primi- 
tive Chriſtians bad no Altarsbe- 

fore which to worſhip. 
Thethird part of rages 
againſt the peril of 1dolatry ( con- 
Fnadkby he ffarute , "and v9 
| che 
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the Articles of our Church ) doth 
declare, af Chriſt:- 
ans inthe premitrue Homily 2, 
Church,(as Origen 79%. Pas. 47. 
' againſt Celſus , Ciprian alſo and 
Arnobius ds tefF:ifie ) werelore 
charged, and complained of, for that 
they had no Altars and Images. _ 
And King Edward the Sixt 
propoſing the primitive Church, 
and pwelt times for his example 
in Reformation, doth by his Let» 
ter to DoGtor K:adly Biſhop of 
Londev, dire& him to pull down 
Alrars , and ſet up Tables, and 
enforcerh his diretion p,, 5; 
with reaſons, the fifth avd Mov, 
whereof 15, /t zs not read Pag.1211, 
that any of the Apoſtlesor 
Primitive Churches did ever uſe 
any Altar in the Miniitration' of 
the Holy Commmmon ; the ſame 1s 
affirm*d by Jewel againſt Harding, 
Reynolds againit Hart, Fulke and 
Cartwright againlt the Rhemifts, 
C4 and. 
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and all our Proteſtant writers 4- 
giinſtthe Papiſts, which they 
could never yet anſiver or avoid ; 
and Tho. Baces, in his Rel: gues of 
Rome, doth declare his opinion 
ma that Altars were not uſed 
Of the.or.. in the Church before the 
nament of year of our Lord 590. 
Churches, when the Popiſh 5 P eeviſh, 
Private Maſſe began firſt to creep 
3» ; and certainly if there were no 
Altars in the Primitive Church , 
and pure times thereof ( as good 
authority | aſſureth us there was 
not ) then there was not , nor 
could be any bowing to,towards, 
or before Altrars, And when Al- 
tars were brought into the 
Church; thereis no probabilicy 
that they were adored and wor- 
ſhipped as are our Communion- 
Tables, for that they were contt- 
nued m the middle of theChurch, 
not encloſed,or placed at the Eaſt 
end of the Church, and advanced 
adove 
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above other parts thereof;forma- 
ny years after. Biſhop Jewel in his 

anſwer to Hardings Preface,dothy 
obſerve from many good Au- 
rthors, that, it # apparent that the 
(ommunon Table, in the Apoſtles 
times , and Primitive Church for 
more then 1300 years after Chriſt, 
frood inthe middle of the Church : 
And w:illians Thomas teitifies un 
his Hiſtory of raly , that in the 
year 1547. The Altar inthe Ca- 
thedral Church of Rome , ſtood ts | 
the time of Maſſe , when the Pope 

recerved the Sacrament in the miſt 

of the Buire; whereof he re- 

ports himſelf robe an Eye-wit- 
nefle ; and probably the Altar 

was advanced to-its high and ho- 

ly incloſure before it was adored; 

moreover although we read of 
many expreſſions of affe&ion' to 
he Altar, aS'of going wp to the 
' Altar, Praying and Trembling, as 
the ſpurious Malle of S*.. Tamer: 
Cs the: 
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rhe -Apoſile doth dire&: or of Pe- 
zjtents when abſolved , Bi(hops 
when conſecrated;and K1gs and 
Emperors When crowned, knee- 
lung before the Altar :* Of Gorgonia 
ner proſtration of her ſelf in her 
{ickneſle, before, or at the Foot of 
the Altar, whereupon ſhe reco- 
vered , "as Naziarzen Ieports ; 
G-2tio 25, and of MalefaRors 
Pag- 443» flyivg to the Altar in 
time of danger, and ſuch like 
Carriages Which were the begin- 
nings of ſuper{iition, and not 
found in the Primitive Church ; 
yet we read not of any who men= 
tion bowing to,or towards theAl- 

; . fFar,until Homer: 

i7u0o T1 
= Fo Lib.z. Auguſto-aunenſss , 
cap.30.de Incli> Whe lived in the 
nationibus, year 1120 ( far e- 
Bough from the Primitive pure 
times. of the Church (he is the 
firſt underbted Writer, Who 
giveth us any accoun: thereof ; un 

| reſpect 
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reſpe& of which very ' pratice 
our bowers to the Table are No- 
vellers : forthe bowing he re- 
ports , Was 10 the Altar only at en- 
trauce into the Church, nor at eve- 
ry approach to ,recefſion from, 
or palling by the Table; they bow- 
ed Eaſt and Weſt to teſtifieGod eve». 
ry where preſent,but our men mult 
bow tothe Eaſt, and to the Eaft 
only. And after this, rthongh 
Odo Biſhop of Parzs in a Synod 
about the year 1206 did order, 
ſumma Reverentia & honor max- 
1mmns ſacris Altaribus exhibeatur,, 
that Reverence be done to the 
Altar, yethe doth not dire 1t 
to be done by bowing to , or 
rowards the Altar: and rhe Synod 
of Akens held 1:583.though it de-- 
cree many things concerningAl- 
rars, as for their ſcituation and 
incloſure, furniture with candle-. 
ſticks, altar cloathes, and rhe. 
like, yet it decreeth nothing for: 

bowing: 
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bowing to the Altar: & the reſer- 
ved pix, or tranſwbſt antiated bread, 
adored by the Papiſts, doplainly 
plead for them, that they wor- 
fhip nor the Alrar, andrefle&erh 
che Table-worſhip of the Pro- 
reſtants( who deny the reſervat!- 
on of Chriſts body on the Table) 
as a molt fooliſh Novelty, ridicu- 
. Tous and unlawful Idolatry, wor- 
ſhipping a Joyners frame withouc 
any apprehenſion or acknowledg- 
ment of Gods ſpecial preſence ; 
from which they ought to acquit 
chemſelves by good and ſufficient 
reaſons, before they innovate in- 
ro his Majeliies Royal Chappell, 
OurCathedral andPariſh-church- 
es, folemn and Religious bowing 
to, towards, or before-rhe Com- 
munion-Tadle, or can expe& any 
conformity to their new fangled 
£xncy, never uſed in the primi- 
tive Church, nor in the Refor- 
med Churches, nor —_— 

the 
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the conſtitutions of the Church 
of England, before the year 
of our Lord 1640. in Which ir is 
recommended wich an argument 
which appeareth to be anapparenr 
Fallacy, whom: we ſhall leave to 
ſearch ancient records, with pre- 
rence to which they makeſomuch 
noiſe ; whilſt they enquire into 
the nature ofthe objeR,and whar 
reaſon therein carr dictate this 
ation and demeanour, honor and 
tmcurvation , ever charged (fince 
firſt ated )ro-beatt innovation. 


| — 
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SECE. IV. 


Ur ſecond evidence where- 
by we charge folemn and 
religious bowingto , towards, or 
before the Communion-TFable , 
to bean ation fooliſh & unlay- 
ful, is, the vavzzy thereof. I do 
denominate this action on 
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becauſe it beareth a ſhew of reli- 
gion Without any ſubliance. Men 
rhat ſtand at a diſtance , and 0- 
ſerve the ſolemn, grave,and feri- 
ous deportment of thoſewho bow 
to the Table, muſt needs imagine 
that they are ingaged in ſome 
ſpecial a& of devotion, on ſome 
ſerious ſence of -holineſle in the 
obje& , which ſtirreth up, and 
engageth the ſame ; whereas 
when the object is inquired into, 
It is found a plain fimple Joyners 
frame, or work of ſome Articer, 
wirchour any innate cauſe, or rea- 


ſon of ſolemn and ſacred adora- 


tion ; andir befalls the ſerious 
ſpeRators, as the Poet ſpeaks of 
the husbandmans expectation 
when he comes to reap his field, 
which he apprehendeth to have 


flouriſhed with full ears of Corn, 


but finds at Harveſt to be em- 
Pty. 


Sed 
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Sed illas expel ata ſeges vans il- 
luſit avems. 


And therefore Iurge againſt this 
Novelty, the Vanity thereof on 
this account and confideration. 
Solemn and religions bowing to, 
towards, or before the Communion+ 
Table, is no way dit ated by the na- 
ture, .or quality of the Thing or 
Objett, therefore it u a Vanty. If 
Scripture do nor dire& , right 
reaſon muſt needs expe& the na- 
rureof the Obje& to 'ditate the 
at. They are perſons and po-« 
tures fit for Bedlam, thar having 
no preſcription from ſuperiors, 
cannot plead ſome reafan from 
the nature and quality of rhe Ob- 
je& : Ir is pollible for ſober chil- 
dren to demean themſelves with 
all reverence and good manners 
towards Squire Danze, butift 
feem to be reproached for. fo ho- 


m_ noring 
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noring the Hangman , they cary 
ealily plead, we knew him norto 
be che Hangman , he was in a 
Scarler cloak, and ſezmed to us 
a Gentleman of good note , how- 
ever they ſay he 1s an Eſquire by 
his place, and ſo to be reverenced 
by our betters ; let us therefore 
ſee what reaſons are plerded , or 
cap be imagined in he nature of 
the Communion-Table , which: 
candiRtare this bowing to,.or to- 
wards it. 

As it is a Table,none do make 
x the obje& of ſuch adoration 3 
being the work of mans hands » 
any that knew the nature of an 


Idol , muſt needs make the wor- 


hip to, or rowards ir,:obe plain, 
expreſle Idolatry : Wharſoever 
therefore 1s fancied to dictate 
this worſhip to, or towards it, is 
?n that it 1s the Communion-T a- 


ble, and in Scripture called che: 


Loras-Table; and as ſuch, and 
ua 
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under colour thereof, ſome Car- 
neſt Zealots for this adoration , 
do as from the nature and quz- 
liry thereof, urge as reaſons 
for this worſhip , thar this Table 
Is an Altar, an high Altar, «a 
holy place or inſtrument , the beſt, 
- eſt and holieft For of the church 
the place of Chriſts ſpecial pre” 
pots . 4 his My Move 
Chriſts mercy ſeat , and the memo» 
ry of the everlaſting ſacrifice , there 
made and preſented to the Trinity; 
« ſigne of the place where our Savi- 
our was moſt diſhownred and crucr 
fied. And laſtly (which is inſerted 
into Door Mortons writings. ) 
T heT eſt imony of the Communion of 
all the faithful Communicants thers- 
at. Thus Widdowes, un his Knee 
leſſe Puritan page 34+ 39. Do&tor 
Duncon in his Le&ture on bowing 
to the Altar, Shelfords Sermon of 
Gods honſe, pag. 2. 4+ 18, 19, 20s 
Reve his Expoſition of the ('ha- 
| techiſms, 
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techiſm, Mortons Init itution of the 
Sacrament. Edit. 2. Lib. cap.5« 
Seft. I 5. page 463. All which are 
to any ſerious, ſober Chriſtian- 
man ( alchough of ſlznder judge- 
ment, ) molt vain and ridiculous, 
_=r becauſe they carry a ſhew of 

olineſſe, and ſeem to beſpeak 
devotion from ſuch as are willin 
to believe,as theChurch believes, 
I ſhall oppoſe them, by denying, 
borh ancecedent,& conſequence, 
that the Lords Table is any ſuch 
thing as is ſuggeſted, and if any 
ſuch thing, yer thar it is to be 
bowed unto, & worſhipped. And 
thus then we proceed. 

1. The Communion-T able is no 
Altar,or high Altar , nor as ſuch 
to be wor /hived, The Communion= 
Tableis no Altar ; not in the 
name and appellation , for herein 
they apparently differ , and that 
In all languages ; nor yer in «ſe 
and vature , for an Altar is, an 


| 


hely 
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holy Inſtrument, conſecrated for the 
offering of Sacrifices unto God: this 
was the only uſe and nature of pa- 
gans and Jewiſh Altars,ſo deno- 
minated from the fiers and Sacri- 
fices barning on them , as (ale- 
pin& 1/idore do note on the word) 
whence the Papiſts fancying the 
Maſſeto be an wmbloody Sacrifice 
offered ro God, do affe& to call 
the Miniſters Prieſts, and to turn 
the Tables into Altars, juſtly 
laughing art ſuchChriſtians as own 
Altars, but deny a Sacrifice; well 
knowing that a Table may ſuit a 
Sacrament, but an Altar doth in 
the very nature and notationof 
it ſuppoſe a Sacrifice, and the af- 
ſerring the Table to be an Altar, 
- hatch led ſome among us unto the 
ſubvercting of the Sacrament , 
( Chriſts 1nfticurion ) by ſuggeſt- 
ing the Bread and Wine thereon 
uſed, to be a Sacrifice: Again, an 
Altarinthe nature of ir was = 
cre 
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cred, and did ſanRifie the things 
that were offered thereon, as our 
Saviours expoltulation with the 
Phariſees, plainly ſheweth, at. 
23.18, 19, Butnone will dare 
to ſay that the Communion Ta- 
ble -ſanftifieth the Bread -and 
Wine which is uſed on it;but.on 
the contrary ; the Adorers of the 
Table teach us, that ir is ſanitfied 
by the conſecrated Elements and 
holy Service therear performed : 
And therefore the difference be- 
twweenknAltar and Communion- 
Table, appeareth co be no leſs in 
natureand uſe, than in name and 
appellation. 

A Communion-Table is no 
Altar ,- in or by divine account and 
00:2! ment , the word of God: - 

oth nowhere ſo denominace it: 
The Table of Shew-bread was in, 
the Temple diſtin& from the 4/- 
tar of incenſe : And under the 
Goſpel atrendance on the Altar, 


and 
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and partaking of the Altar ,was the 
fign of a Jew , or Infidel Gen- 
nile, contradifiint from the 
Chriltian, whoſe CharaQter was, 
— of the T able of the Lord ; 

ſhence Chriſhans of old, and 
proteftants of late, have ever 
made ita note of Chriſts Church, 
that it kaoweth no Altar. All the 
Fathers generally,all Commenta- 
tors and Chriftian Writets do 
agree , that Altars were Types of 

eſus Chriſt: Whence the Apo- 
ftles do call Jeſus Chriſt himſelf 
our Altar, Heb" 13. 10. Rev.6.9. 
C.8. 3, 9,13, Asalſo our Expo- 
fitors and Martyres, and our late 
King Fawes in his Paraphraſe on 
the Revelation, do agree: 'More- 
over, Chriſtians have no proper 
Sacricfies or burnr offerings to 
render unto God, for which. God ' > 
ſhould appoint an Altar ; they 
have indeed a Feaſt of commems- 
ration, 4 Paſſeover, to be with fre- 


quency 


— 


[ 52] 
quencie celebrated,and this doth 
requirea Table wherear to feed , 
and from whence they ought nor 
to be excluded by a railed-in In- 
cloſure. 

TheC — 35 80 Al- 
tar 3 in the apprehenſion of the 
Church. a 

Not 1n the apprehenſion of the 
Primitive Church, who were 
eſtranged untoAltars,and did de- 
termine them to be expelled rhe 
Churches,as things unſuitable ro 
Chriſtians,and whereby we deny- 
ed Chriſt the true and ontyAlcar, 
ro have been offered unto God ; 
Thus Or:gen doth determine, rhe 
trath was in Heaven,but the Altar, 
ſhadow and example was on the 


Earth.batwhen Chriſt, this truth, |- 


came from Heaven tothe earth, A\- 
tare ſublatum eſt , the Altar was 
\taken away, and therefore he di- 
.rects ſuch as ſeem to want theAIl- 
tar, to look up to Heaven, .S: 
| . Altare 
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Altare videris deſtitutum , eff in 
calis: $0 alſo Paſchalins Rhadber = 
tus, repulis Dommus Altare ſunm 
de Eccleſia in qua Chriſtus Altate 
creditur eſſe * The Lord hath 
thruſt hisAlcar out of his Church, 
in which Chriſt is believed to be 
the only Alcar.None fave an 1m- 
pudent Jeſuice(like Harding) will 
dareto ſay that there have been 
Altars even from the Apoſtles 
times; and our Fewel hath told 
him full well of the falſhood 
thereof : Origen tells us, That 
200 years after Chriſt the (hriſti- 
ans were blamed by the heathen, for 
that they had no Altars ; and Ar- 
nobins after him declareth the 
ſame thing ; all jour Proceltanr 
writers have maintained it againſt 
che Papiſts, that the Primt- 
tive Church never had, nor 
would endureAlrars,but certainly 
they had CommunionTables,and 
uſed them, 
a c 
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It is an old ſhift and pitiful 
poor plea, to tell us, that the Fa- 
chers do ofren make mention of 
an Altar , and denominated the 
Communion Table an A/tar, the 
which was not done by any 260, 

ears after Chriſt, and then only 
in a figurative and improper 
ſpeech, in reſpect of the prayers 
and praiſes performed at the 
LordsSupper,as appearerh by ma- 
ny paſſages our of their own wri- 
rings urged by the Proteſtants a- 
= the Papiſts,by B. Fewel,Da- 
ington, Reynolds,and others, even 
as they denominate the heart of 
godly men their Altar , and Faith 
an Kicar ; So St. Ferom. Altare 
Fidelmwm fides eff, and Altare Dez 
eft cor bones , and yer they will 
' not be admitred to be proper 
Altars and obje&s of Adoration; 
How then can 'communion-Ta- 

bles be fo own'd. 
_ Communion-Tables were not 
Alrars 


[| 
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Altars in the apprehenſicn of theRe- 
formed Churches, or of our own 
Church in promoting the Reforma- 
tion of Religion,which drd ever be 
gSin,and procecd by pulling down 
Alrars and placing tables inthe 
Body of the Church,as contra-d! 
ſtint from the Papiſts Altars ? 


 Whoſoever will obſerve our own 


Book of Martyrs (the beſt Eccle- 
faſtical Hit ory of che firſt begin- 
ning and progreſs of Refarmati- 
on ) ſhall fiad, that at Berea, 
Conſtance, Bafil, Geneva, Anſ* 
barge, and other Cities, at the 
beginning of Reformation in the 
year 1528. they proclaimed that 
all Altars ſhould be aboliſhed, and 
inthe year1556. The Waldayes 14 
Pumont covenanting the Refor: 
mation, agreed to caſt d45wn the 
Altars, which they accordingly 
executed inthe Church of Bob 

And our Eaward theSixth,begin- 
ningiche Reformation, gave or- 
der 


[ 65 ] | 
der.to pu'l down Altars,and place 

Tables in Churches, the which. 
| was earneſtly prafiſed, purſued 
| and preſſed by Biſhop Hooper, 1n 
| his Sermon before the King, by 
| Biſhop Farrar in Wales, by Biſh. 
Rialey in Saint Paxls, and other 
| Churches in Zondox : All which 
was enforced with this conſidera®* 
tion, That Altars were not uſed in 
the aates of the Apoſtles nor Primi- 
| tive Charch,nor did agree with the 
| Chriſtians Sacrament andProfeſſi- 
on, that Chriſt their true aud only 
+4 Altar was come. And on the con- 
trary,when this Reformation was 
ſtopped, and turned backin the 
L | Reign of Qieen Mary, and Po- 
 pery apainreturne.!, it en.ered & 
proceeded by {corning,yvillifying, 
& pulling down Communion T a- 
bles, and preaching up, building 
and reſtoring Altars, which 
' were again demoliſhed and dri- 
ren out, when the Reformation 

| revived 
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revived, under Q.Elszabeth,. and 
Communion«Tables were reſto- 
red, and fortified by InjunQtions, 
Canons, and Statute-Law, and lo 
continued untill the attempted 
accommodation with Rowe, did 
again.turn ourTables into Alars: 

If any therefore will obſerve 
the nature of an Altar, andhow 
Altars and Tables have ever been 
the contr44:\'t:& notes of true or 
falle worſhip, berween the Pri* 
mitive Chriitians and the Jews 
and Heathens, and in latter time 
between the ſincere Chriſtian 
Proteſtant,and che Jewiſh Pagan 
P apiſt,he muſt needs concludethe 
Communion Table is no Altar, 
but a thins contradiſtin from an 
Alcar,and therefore as ſuch ,it can 
not be worſhipped. 

And as the Antecedent of this 
reaſon 13 apparently falſe, ſo the 
Conſequence want not its faHa. 
' _ Cy : Should wegrant (what our 

D3 . an 
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table. cringers lo much uſe, and 
afteR to call the Communion ta- 
ble) that it is a» Altar, yet there 
is noreaſon for their bowing to,to- 
wards,or before it , becauſe Altars 
are no way the ObjeQ of adora- 
tion, nor can be worſhipped or 
bowed unto, without apparent I- 
dolatry:not materia/{y,for ſo they 
are but common tone, or clay , 
or wood, contenptible creatures, 
not Objects of Divine Worſhip. 
Not Formally as Aliars , for as 
ſuch, they are indeed Inſtruments 
of Service to God, but not Sym- 
bols of Divine Natare or Preſence, 
for Altars have been, and may 
be without the preſence of God: 
And the Jews were never ap- 
pointed, nor didche Gentiles by 
nature apprehend it fit to bow 
down unto,or worſhip any thing 
but the Sywbols of divine wature 
ard preſerce ,, & therefore though 
the Jewes might worſhip hoe 

the 
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the Arke,or the cloud which reſt* 
ed upon it, or towards the Tem- 
ple; yet neither Pricſt nor peo- 
ple did worſhip the Altar : and 
the Gentiles ever had the mages 
of their Gods placed over their 
Altars , and their bowings were 
to their Images, not to their Al- 
tars, as their own Poets, and Hi- 
Rorians,and many of the Fathers 
do teſtifie : Saint Aſtin tells us, 
the Pagan Idols were placed ho- 
norabil; ſublimitate,in an honou- 
rable height, «t a precantibus atq; 
immolantibus attendantar , that 
they might he regarded by them 
that ſacrificed and prayed unto! 
them: And the Scripture witneſ- 
fech, God forbad 1/rae/s bowing 
to the ods of the Gentiles, Numb.” 
25.2. Not to their Altars,which' 
was not uſed : And when Fofiah 
brake down the Altars, he brake 
allo the [mazes of Baalim,2 Chr. 
34.3, 4. And theſe two were' 

D 3 joynr 
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joyn: aRs in one and the ſame 
Command, Exe4d. 34.13. And 
therefore the papilts themſelves 
do keep God in a Box, the bread 
fancied to be tranſubltantiated on 
their Alcar,or hang a Crucifix be: 
hind and over the Altar ; know=- 
ing the Altar as ſuch, te be no 
Obje&t of Worſhip, becauſe no 
Symbol of divine nature and pre- 
ſence. Itis more then probable, 
that the ſence hereof, brought 
the late Crucifix in the Glaſle 
over, andin the Arras Hangin 

hehind the Altar at Lambeth» 
Chappel, and in the Kings Royall 
Chappel, ſo ordered by the Late 
Archbiſhop Laxd, the firſt that 
ever framed a Canon for bowing 
to, towards or before the Com- 
munion Table : for which rea- 
{on will require ſome Symboll 
of Divine Nature and Preſence : 
Its being an holy inſtrument of 
divine Service, being of no more 
force 


[61] 

force for the Altar then for the 
Tongs, or Snuffers of the Taber» 
nacle, or Aaroxs breeches under 
the Lawzor for Surplices,Organs, 
Chalices, Patens, and Canonical 
coats and girdles, which are m-de 
inftruments of Holy Service, by 
our Altar*Adorers; and it on that 
reaſon they muſt be bowed unto, 
we ſhall zbound in cringing not 
only in every Church, but in e- 
very ſtreet; but whether it be an 
holy inſtrument, is conſidered in 
the next reaſon, to which I ops 
pofe and ſay, 

2. The Communion Table is 
wet an holy place or inſtrument. 1n 
this Anichelis I underſtand our 
Altar-Adorers in the latitude of 
their ſence and expreſſions , as 
ſpeaking of che Table in its fixed 
form and ſcituation in theChancel, 
at the upper end , under the wall, 
in the form of an Alcar, and rail- 
ed in, in which frame and poſture 
D-4 they 
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they deem it, not only an inſtru- 
ment, whereon Divine Service is 
performed, but an holy place un- 
to which Chriſt is cofhhned as his 
Chair of State, and Mercy Seat, 
nay a moſt holy place,into which 
not the beſt of Chriſtians, none 
but thePrieſt may enter,all others 
mult humbly and reverentlykneel 
at the rail , and thus many of 
them do beſpeak themielves, by 
proclaiming holineſe of the 
Church-yard,more holineſs of the 
Church, which muſt needs cone« 
clude off holineſs of the Chan: 
cel, to which the Table is con- 
fined. 

Holineſs inherent cannot be is 
maged to be predicated of the 
Communion-T able, 1t being pro- 
per to none but Rational Crea- 
tures, Angels and Men. | 

And therefore Re/ative Holineſs 
is that which muſt be underſtood 
of the Communion Table ; 


and. 
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and this Holineſſe according to 
the deſcription of ourTable crin- 
ger, isnothing elſe but a fate of 
relation and peculiarity to Goa,de- 
dicated to his only ſervice, and fo 
alienated from all other uſewhat- 
ſoever, it is holy extra #[um pub- 
licum. 2. Santtifying, or giving 
power and vertue to be more et- 
feRuall and acceptable to God, 
whatſoever is tendred in or by it. 
3. The 06bje# of ſome poſitive 
and ſpeciall reſpet and reve« 
rence. 

That there have been ſuch 
places and Inſtruments we cannot 
deny, whillt we remember the 
T abernacle & Temple among the 
Jewes before the coming. 'of 
Chriſt, but that the Communios ' 
Table is ſuch an holy place or in» 
{trument, we mult and do deny. 
I, Becauſe the holineſs of places: * 
and inſtruments, 4/owed under 
the Law, is aboliſhed under "the' + 

Ds. Goſpel; 
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Goſpel; thoſe ſpecial places and 
inſtruments, the Tabernacle or 
Temple, and its utenſils, have: 
been propha#'d and made common, 
and no other place or Inſtrumear 
hath been appointed in the ſtead 
thereof, the typical ſe of ſuch 
holy places and things is expired 
in the appearance andexiſtence 
of the Antitype Chriſt Jeſus,who 
is no more to be ſhadowed by 
them; and Jeſus Chriſt the King 
and Prophet of his Church hath 
expreſlyabregated all ſuch holineſs 
of place and [n{traments, Fohn 4. 
21. Woman believe me, the boar 
' cometh, when neither in this moun- 
tain,tor at Feruſalem(by peculia- 
rity of relation to God). ſhall ye 
wor ſhip the Father ,, and the Spi- 
ritina Viſion heth taught us, to. 
call nothing unclean, and then e- 
very thing and place muſt be as 
boly as the Communion Table 
wich us railes.. | 

2. There 
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2; There is 0 way or m:4nts by 
which th:CommunionT able can bs 
made holy, or ſetin ſuch a ſtate of 
peculiar relation to God, For the 
cauſe, way, or means of making 
it holy, muſt be from Ged, or froms'- 
man, Or (as our Altars-adorers 
reach us) from the holy ſervices : 
which are done therein,or there- 
upon, but the Communion Table 
is not made holy by God immedi 
ately for his preſence is not tied to 
this place or inſtrument, and the 
preſence of God, is the only way 
by which any place or inſtrument 
is made holy : Our Table- wor- 
ſhippers tells us they worſhip God 
by the Table, and the Lord of the 
T able, not the Table of the Lord, 


and call the Table Chris Mercy © 


Seat, or chair of State, and ſo- 
ſuggeſt his preſence in this place, 
and on this Inſtrument , and that 
more than his omnt preſence, . 
which is every where, and there: - 

fore - 
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fore they ſometimes tell us he is 
Fpecvally preſent there, as in his 
chair ef State, ana Mercy Seat, 
which che Author of the Quench- 
coale will not belicyve,witnly en* 
quiring whecher Chriſt have a 
Pew in every Cherch, and his ſpt- 
cial preſence be ſo chained to the 


Table, that hets nit at the Font, 


Degk,, or Pulpit ? Or. never ſtirs 
from thence , that every time men 
romennto theChnreh they muſt bow 
tothe T able, as well when the Sas. 
crament is aot adminiſived,as when 
;t is, but to be more ſerious with 
them,I ſhould enquire what kind 
of preſence God atfords us at the 
Communion Table, whereby it 1s 
made holy,and lo rendred the ob- 
jeR of ſuch ſpeciall ſolemn wor- 
thip. | 
There.is recorded in holy writ 
a threefold ſpecial preſence of 
God, two of which do ſant:fie 
any .place or inſtrument, and 


make. . 
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make it the objeR of ſolemn a- * 
doration , ſo long as ey, or et- 
ther of them exiſt ; but the third 
doth not ſo do.” 
 Gods- preſence may be, and 
hath been /e»;ble to the bodily 
eyes of his people :' Thus he ap- 
peared tothe Patriarchs, and to 
Moſes and Fofpnah and others; 
and this preſence will ( for-the 
time of its continuance) make a 
place. or thing holy as Bethe! to 
7acob, and the objec of ſpecial 
revcrence, as the- ground whereon 
Moſes and Foſhnah ſtood, E xod.3. 
5- by reaſ9n whereof it is requi- 
red, that they ſhould put ther 
ſhoves from off their feet, Foſhnahb 
3-15 


This prelence of God, or 


Chriſt on the Lords Table, can* 


not be pretended to, unleſs by a 
Popiſh Tran/ubſtantiation & real 
preſence, which yet is affirmed to 
lie. latent under the accidents of 


— 


Bread and Wine, but when 
they have made their God, and 
put him priſoner ina Box, and 
place him onthe Table, if they. 
tell us, he isin this ſence preſent. 
on the Altar, we ſhould not be- 
lieve them, for in this cale ſeeivg 
is belxeuing ;, this preſence i as 
obvious to others,( having eyes) as 
to them; Faith aſſureth us the 
Heaven of Heavens muſt contain 
him untill the reftitmtion of all 
things. | 
Reaſon apprehends it impoſſ- 
ble for a humane perſon to have 
many bodies at one and the ſame 
tiye, one in Heaven, and one on 
every Alcar; and -ſexce ſatisfieth 
us that a body cannot exiſt in its 
full proportion, but it m#ſ# be ſeen. 
Yet I muſt confels this fancy is a 
better fence for bowing to the 
Table than any other framed by 
1t3 adorers. Bur ſecondly, 
Gadis preſent ſymbolically by 
| ſome 
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ſome certain and ſpecial figne of 
his preſence: Thus God was pre» 
ſenc to Iſrael. by the Cloud, the 
Tabernacle, the T emyle, the Ark, . 
the Mercy Seat,or the like, before 
which chePrieſt or people bowed 
and did approach on fingular pre»- 

aration,and by ſpecial waſhing, . 
ancifyng, and cloathing theme 
ſelves, . with ſutable holy . Gar« 
ments, for ſuch things were 6 
inſeparable from the p 
preſence of God aſcertarming,not 
aſfimulating Divine - preſence ; 
convincing that God was now 
ſpecially near them, not that he- 


- did bear any ſuch ſhape asap»= - 


peared io them. 
Sure our Altar. adorers will not. 
ſay God or Chriſt is Symbolically- 
preſent on: the T able , yet this 1s 
that they muſt mean when:they 
call theTableChriſts chair of ſtate 
and Mercy Seat. but if ſo, they 
mult tell.us what is the on 
" .ms 
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this pecnliar preſence? Is it one 
thing or many? And how do they 
know this or that to be the fign of 
his preſence? Is the Paten, Cha- 
lice or Elements in them the 


 fignofhis preſence?Are the Can- 


dleſticks or Candle the ſign 
thereof? The laſt is moſt likely, 
for Chriſt is the /ight of the world: 
But I wonder then hispreſence 
doth not light them, as it ſome- 
times burned the Sacrifices :: $ige 
#ificancy of a thing or inſtramer, 
will nr A no ſymbol of Gods ſpecial 
preſence : they muſt be notes, not 
ſhapes of Gods exiſting , the Ele- 
ments in the Sacraments with 
the Aﬀtions thereto pertaining, 
are ons of the body and blood of 
Chriſt, and of his Paſſion; bur 
they are notSymboleraſcertaining 
a real Fpecial preſence,from which 
he is not ſeparated, but that he 
cometh and goeth , or tarrieth 
with it, unlelle evesy Communi- 
EGS cant -- 
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cant muſt be concluded to eat his 
God,who muſt then paſs through 
his body, or abide really'preſent 
in him, with this Symbol which 
would make all our ſtreets full of 
moving dAltars, to whom Cano- 
nical Prieſts mnſt continually 
cringe and boy ; for Gods ſanti- 
fying preſence 8& the Symbol never 
do divide;this was the reaſon why 
the Gentile Proſelites- under the 
Law, were conftrained to travel 
from the utmoſt parts ofthe earth 
to Hiernuſalem, to.enjoy fellow. 
ſhip with,and appear beforeGod: 
and 1/racl in Captivity were _ 
to pray towards theT emple,if they 
would prevail ; for that Gods pe* 
culiar preſence was there conft- 
ned as to his habitation. 

Theſe two kinds of Divine 
preſence (though ſanGifying in 
themſelves) confer no holineſs 
to the Communion table, becauſe 
neither of them doth thereupon 
exiſt 
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exiſt, whereby to make it þz/y,and 


the object of ſpecial ſolemn reve- 
rence; and the third cannot do 
it; for inthis.ſenſe it ſanQifieth 
not any thing or place, ge thatis, 
His Spiritual preſence þy the aſſi- 
ſtance and influence of his Grace & 
Spirit. This preſence attends 
perſons in ſolemn and ſacred «- 
Q10xs,. but is not affixed to any 
Derem. deeds. Forag 19 know 07 
MP2 make(in D. Dan» 
cous 'DialeR) 4 beſtplacs in the 
Chyrch, or 4 maſt bely of honſpold+ 
fff, the promiſe of it 1s:4n Mat: 
18. 10.to perfons inany, in every 
place : Where two or three are met 
together in my Name, THERE 
am I in the midſt of Y OU : This 
is with the Miniſter in praying or 
reading in the Deck, praying or 
preaching in the Pulpit, himand 
others baptizing at the Foyt, as 
well as at the Table, in the ad- 
minſtration 
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miniſtration of the Lords Supper b | 


Nay, this ſpiritua}l preſence t 
attendant on every of the people 
in every Pew,whilſt hearing,f 2 
ing or attending (in compoſed ft- 
lence) upon any Ordinance: 7ea, 
it is in any private place, field or 
Chamber with any of Gods peg» 
ple, praying or performing any 
holy duty , and is not tyed unto 
the Chance! or Charch, or there 
exiſtent, when the Ordinances 
and Duties are ceaſed and inter 
mitted ; and can th-refore ſtamp 
no holineſs, or anyway 'make the 
Table Gods Mercy Seat, or av 
holy Inſtrument to be the ObjeRt 
of ſpecial Reverence; And yet 
in which of thele ſenſes Dr. Dun» 
cox intended Chriſt his preſence 
at the Commnion Table , the 
Tranſlator of his LeRure on this 
Subje&, or Dr. Gazden his Pa» 
tron muſt explain ; we not know» 
ing how to refer and —_ 

is 
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*his words [ Nor can the HolyGhoſft 
be thought to be ſo ftrifHly conjoyned 
to the word of God, as the Son ofGod 
tothe hy ed Sacrament.) Which 
ſure muſt be differenced by ſome 
xeality of preſence, whether ſen» 
ſible or ſymbolical ;- for as to the 
ſpiritual influence and preſence, 
the Holy Ghoſt (by ſpecialty of 
fanRikcation)) is more peculiarly 
and ſtrictly tyed to Word and Sa- 
craments, than is the Son of God 
who (fitting at the right hand of 
his Father ) ſends his ſpirit to opes 
rate. by his: Ordinances, and to 
rule the hearts ofhis choſen, and 
to-convince the world of in. 
- But ifthe Communion Table 
be not ſanctified by God, it may 
be by men : Let us therefore con* 
fider how men can make any 
thing holy, and ſo the object of 
ſpectall ſolemn reverence and 
adoration : and they muſt do it 
one of theſe two wayes ; 
Men 
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Men may make a place or ins 
ſtrument holy 91niterially, but a 
formal conſecration, by certain 
Rites, and in ſuch order as God 
himſelf preſcribeth, who chxſerh 
the place or inſtrument, and chark 
«th the Method Rites and:Or> 
er of its Conſecration' ,” from 
which-hisMinifters may not vary 
by addition,abſtraction or altera- 
tion but uſe the ſame, very ſame 
whichGod hath appointed to the 
ſtamping of holineſs ; thus was 
the Tabernacle in the time of Mo- 
ſes, and the Temple in the time of 
Solomon, and all the Utenſils 
thereof conſecrated according to 
divine direction, but ſince thoſe 
places and inſtruments have been 
prophazed,as God never ſan{tified 
any other , ſo he no where in 
ſcripture hath dire&ted anymethod 
or order of conſecration, whereby 
to ſtamp holineſs on them:nor do 
we find any praQtifed by Chriſt 
or 
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or bis Apoſtles, or any primitive 


Chriſtians'profeſſing the fimplici: 
ty ef the Goſpell. I haveindeed 
heard and read ofthe Conſecrati: 
on at Lambeth, Creed' Church, 
Gitesin the Fields, Woolver ham - 
nz and other places : And 1 
ave read ſome authors who urge 
it as neceſſary , for that the place 
or Inſtrument cannot be holy un- 
leſs it be conſecrated : But | read 
not of any Rites or Order preſcri- 
bed by the Lord, or in any part 
of the New Teſtament, -or any 
other Books,the Roman, Ritual, 
Pontifical,or Breviaries excepted. 
411i vroblem , And l am fure our | 
tom. 2- fol. ig; own Pilkington and 
de Euc, Avrctius do deter- 
mine ſuch opinions ro be notort« 
ous Fallacies and Fancies. | 
If any do pretend the Church 
to have any?7aadical power where: 
by to ſtamp holine(s on any place 
or thing, and make it the _—_ 
0 
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of ſpecial ſolemn reverence, we 
muſt deſire they will produce her 
Commiſion ;, that we may read 
it,and underſtand when this pow 
er was to her committed, and 
how far it doth extend : 1 am 
much miſtaken if tize and place as 
. to their holineſs be not of the 
{aubſtance of divine worſhip: And 
Iam no leſſe miſtaken if everGod 
committed the Sybſtantials of his . 
Worſhip, unto the judgement of 
men, and if God hath preſcribed 
no form of Conſecration, and men 
have no 7adical Anthority, to 
ſtamp holineſs of place or inſtru» 
ment, though chey may in pru- 
dence determine the convenzency 
Or incouvenicucy of places Or ile 
ſtruments, as to the Service there: 
in, thereat or thereupon to be 
performed, yet they cannot with 
out ſuperſtiitius vanity appointthe 
Comunion Table to become the 
obje& of reverence or adoration 

or 
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as an, holy place or inſtrument. 
| Seeingthe Communion Table 
15 not made holy by God or men, 
we might take it for granted that 
it is not holy at all,and ought not 
to be owned as the ObjeR of a- 
doration,but that our Altar-crin. 
Pers have found out a new way of 
anAifying a place or inſtrument, 
and that is, by the particular holy 
Services there perfirmed : there- 
p fore one faith, | in what 
Pr _— place we have the moſt 
_O lively demonſtration of 
Gods preſence by ſomething either 
done or ſaid there,as in a place or at 
an Inſtrument appointed to that ſer- 
vice, there is the higheſt Ceart-«f, 
and for his holineſs called the place 
of his Maj:fty,] Or by the provi- 
ledges there conferred:and there- 
fore ſaith another| Chilaren waſh 
ed in the Font do from thence obtain 


remiſſion of ſins, become the ſons of 


Goa, 
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God,and ars maae 2 
Heirs of Heaven, - ; _—_— 
large privileages Altare. P.21,22» 
indeed, and [uc 

as beget bonour and ſanttity in the 
holy Font from which they fioW-: 
But as for the Altar , far greater 
and divine priviledges do enable 
it for on ut is celebrated that awful 
and meſt vencrable Sacrifice. 

I muſt not {tand to obſerve the 
ſeveral exceptions to which theſe 
reaſons are liable,but againſttheir 
concluſive power, for which they 
are produced , I cannot but ob» 
ſerve, 

That duties done and privi- 
ledges received on or at any place 
or inſtrument m—_y x; that 
place or inſtrument, ſo as to be 
an object of ſpeciall ſolemn wore 
ſhip is, : 

Contrary to the oraer and method 

f Santtification uſed under the 
 CLawgand urged by our Saviour, as 
| E an 
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artargument to convince them of 
folly, who ſo dreamed , TeFooles 


and blind, whether is greater, the + 


Golad,or the Temple that ſanitifieth 
the Gold? Te Fooles and blind, 
whether ts greater the Gift, or the 
Altar that ſaniiifieth the Gift ? 
Matth.23.17,19.1 ſhall leave our 
Altar-Adorers to reſolve the que- 
ſtion ; and onely note, the Altar 
was conſecrated that it might ſan- 
fifie theSacrifieeamong the Jews: 
That it was Folly aud Blindneſs, 
to conceive otherwiſe: aud that 
Folly and Ignorance are the co- 
Sent cauſes and conſtant conco- 
mitants of ſ#perf1tion, though in 
the devout and learned Phari- 
ſees 


2, If duties done and privi- ' 


ledges received on or at any in- 
{trument or place, do make it ho- 
ly, then every Inftrament on or at 
which it is done muft be holy and 
#he ob jeft of ſpeciall reverence a4 


adds * 
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adoration ; ſo theDesk ,Pulpir,and 
Font mult be bowed unto: And lo 
if the Lords Supper be once (as 1t 
is dire&ted by our Lyturgy to be 
ordinarily)adminiſtred to che lick 
manzin his Chamber, and he be- 
ing poor,on his ordinaryTable or 
Cheſt by his bed=ſide, rhat Cheſt 
or Table becomes holy, and muſt 
be no more prophaned, but reſer- 
ved and worſhipped, bowed unto 
as a moſt holy Inſtrument : Furs 
ther, according to this Fancy,the 
Patten whereon the Bread, and 
the Flagons and Chalice wherein 
the Wine is ſerved at the Sacra- 
ment, become moſt holy Inftra- 
mexts, and muſt be bowed unto, 
as more holy than the Table ; for 
as much they more immediatiy 
rouch the Bread and Wine, by 
the vertue whereof they ſanRifie 
the Table ;' and quod Efficit tale, 
magis eſt tale: And certainly then 
men wil have a care how they 

E 2 lend 
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lend Cups or Flagons to be uſed 


in the adminiſtration of the Sa- 
crament, leſt ( by the touch of 
thoſe boly Elements ) they be- 
come a burthen to the owners, by 
binding them when ever they ſee 
them, to bow before them : nay 
leſt they be bound fro ever uſing 
them in common uſe any more, 
and be deprived of their goods, 
as was Sir Nicholas Criſp, who 
at the conſecration of the Chap- 
pell at Hammerſmith, ſet his fil- 
ver Flagons with Wine on the 
Communion Table, without any 
intent to beſtow them; but Arch- 
biſhop Laxd enforced him to part 
with them, ſaying . they were deds- 
cated to God, and it would be (a- 
criledge to commit them to his pri- © 
vate uſe any more. Further,if the 
doing of the duty or receiving the 
priviledge make the Inſtrument 
holy, men muſt forbear to uſe 
their hands in the ae * 

- =: 


[83] : 
let the prieſt put the Pix into 
their mouths, and yet then 1 ſee 
not how the Prieſts hand and 
peoples mouths will avoid this 
ſanRifying influence, ſo as not to 
be ObjeRs of Adoration, and the 
our Table-bowers will have bow- 
ing eno ugh, when they ſhall not 

0 without an Altar , fo long as 
they carry their own fingers a» 
bout them. 

3. According to this notion, 
there are degrees of holineſſein In= 
FRrument , according to the qua- 
lity of the Ordinances adrmini- 
ſtred at or by them, and ſacred 
Ordinances appointed by the 
ſame God, fhgnifying the ſame 
thing, Chriſt crucified, and aim- 
ing at the ſame end, Worſhip of 
God; and communicating the 
lame ſubſtanciall priviledges, joy 
and peace in believing, only differ- 
ing intheir adminiſtration, accor- 
ding to the capacity of the ſub- 
E 3 jet; 
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jeR, are differently holy, and of a 
different influence in ſanCiifying 
the Inſtruments whereat or wher 
by they are performed, ſo as that 
the Desk or Pulpit; muſt have 
its reverence, the Foxt its holy ret 
gard, but genuflexion or bowing 
muſt be only to the Table, as the 
moſt holy of Gods houſhold-ſtuff ; 
as if Chrift preached, or his blood 
in baptiſm were not the ſame e- 
qually to be adored, as when the 
memortall of his body and blood 
1s celebrated, 

Thele things are ſo abſurd, ir- 
rational and irreligious,that they 
muſt renounce their Reaſons,and 
reſolve to believe as theChurch bes 
lieves,who will believe the Table 
to be ſantiied by the duties 
done, or priviledges indulged at 
the ſame : and then they muſt do 
no leſs, who will affirm the Ta- 
ble to be an holy Inſtrument, the 
objec of ſpecial ſolemn —_— 
an 
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and yet find it not ſanRified by 
Goa,by men,or by holy Ordinances, 
and ſo by no meanes, not at all 
made holy: And yet, 

If I ſhould admit the Holz« 
#eſs ourAltar-worſhippers Fancy, 
they have derived tothe Table 
by their (inful Superſtitious Con- 
ſecration , I muſt defire them to 
produce their gon that will 
warrant their bowing before an 
holy Inflrament, becauſe ſanttified 
Extra public# u{um, and dedica- 
ted to the only ſervice of God : 
Did the Jews ever perform ſuch 
devotion to any of the Utenfils of 
the Temple, which were warran- 
tably hoty ? Did they (that we 
read cf ) ever bow when Gods 
ſenſible or Symbolical preſence | 
did not call for it? Was nor God 
ſpiritually preſent in their Syna- 
gogues? Was he not ſerved by the 


Vellels of the Temple ? Where 


will. they prove an adoration-in 
E 4 thoſe 
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thoſe places, or before thoſe ob- 
jets ? Nay do not the Heathen 
place their gods over theirAltars? 
and the Papilts reſerve their god 
inaBox on theirAltar,as knowing 
that the Holy Altar, (iftheſe be 
abſent(is not a ſufficient objeR of 
ſpecial ſolemn worſhip or genu= 
flection? 

Muſt not that reaſon be charged 
with vanity in which neither an- 
tecedent nor conſequent can be 
allowed,as true,genuine,natnrall, 
and of ſtrength to conclude the 
Propoſition? We ſee the Commu» 
nion Table is no Altar nor other 
holy Inftrument , not Chriſt his 
Chazr of State,or Mercy-Seat, to 
which his ſpecial preſence can be 
confined, and as ſuch, js nor to be 
bowed to ; But there are other 
reaſons why we muſt bow to the 
Table; it is well they pive us 
number, for it is apparent thar 


we want of weight, The Reaſons 
which 
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which followed are ſo ridiculous, 
that to mention them, is to refute 
them ; yet ſuch as they are, we 
will conſider them; and they are 
theſe : 


The third Reaſon from bowing to 
the Table, examined. 


The third Reaſon is, Becauſe 
the Table is the memory of the e- 
verlaſting Sacrifice there made and 
preſented to the Trinity , So faith 
Shelford, in his Sermon of Gods 
Houle, p 2.4, 19: The Table 54 
memorative Inſtrument unto which 
the aſſiſtance ofGrare is never want 
ing either to beget in our mind ſuch 
thoughts of the death of Chriſt, or 
fo extraft from our perſons ſuch 4 
wor ſuip of him : So laith Trox/ide, 
7. quelt. of Sabbath, p.279, On 
the T able is celebrated that aWfut 
and moſt venerableSacrifice, which. 
our Lord himſelf did imitate of 

E $ old 
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old, for the commemoration, repye- 
ſentation application and exhibiti- 
on of the moſt perfet# Sacrifice, 
faith Dr. Dzncon in his D2termi- 
nation ae adoratione adver{us Al- 
tare, P. 22, 

Whoſoever reads this Reaſon, 
cannor, bucſee we were running 
very tait,and had made good pro: 
grels towards a reconeilement With 
Keme, having admicted not only 
Prieſis and Altars , but a Sa- 
criſice, an awful & moſt venerable 
Sacrifice, though we yet own it 
but as a memorable Sacrifice,yet it 
will ſoon appear nonſence, that 
the Lord of old inſtituted aSacrifice 
the memory of a Sacrifice,and will 
neceſiicate us to know the nature 
of a Sacritice is propitiatory, and 
as ſuch it mult next time be ac» 
knowledged, & therefore though 
theſe ſeem to mince the matter , 
another ( contemporary with 
them, and managing the ſame 


conteſt) 


% 
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conteſt) ſpeaks, out, and tells us 
plainly tr zs a priÞitiatorySaci ifice 
to reconcile u unto God offended 
with our aaily fins, Widowes his 
Lawl. Kneel. Schif. Puritan, pag. 
34, 89. And ſure then there can- 
not want a reaſon for moſt reve- 
rent bowing to the Table. 

2. Who ever made the Table 
the memory of the everlaſting 
Sacrifice ? When did' the Lord 
of old inſtitute it? Or how doth 
it appear that it is 4 memordrive ,.. 
inſtrument, to which the aſſi tance 
of grace 35 never wanting ? | read 
no more of promiſe for the one, 
than precept for the other:I think. 
the aſſiſtance of Grace mult be the 
aſſurance of God, not appointment 
|. of Man, whocannot preſume to 
| diſpence it, without: arrogance 

and preſumption, and then wor- 
ſhip hereby extratted is fo far from 
being acceptable to God, that it 
3s abominable Superſtition : 
"= ** Though 


5 2 
Though theſe chings might ſom- 
thing ſuir the Elements, they are 
abſurdly predicaced of the 1 able; 
and bowing to,towards,or before 
the one or the other, more ab- 
ſurdly concluded ;. tor that nei- 
ther the Jews,Chriſt, his Apoſtles, 
Primitive Churches , Fathers or 
 Counci!s did ever think or teach 
it a duty, to bow and worſhip b: fore 
tbe place where the memory of the e- 


verlaſting ſacrifice us celebrated. 


T he fourth Re-4ſox for bowing 
to the T able, examined, 


A Fourth Reaſon-urged why 
we ſhould bow to the Communi- 
on Table,is this,T he T able or Al- 
rar is the fign ofthe place where our 
Saviour was moſt diſhmonured,and 
crucified ; 10 reaſons Giles Wid- 
dowes in theBookand Page before 
mentioned. 

But by his leave, this is wotori« 

onſly 


=- 
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exſly untrue ;, for the Table is no 
fign of Hieruſalem, Gelgotha, the 
High Priefts Hall,or of theCroſs. 
2. What Rule direQs, or rea- 
ſon diQtate& a bowing to the ſign of 
the place where ChriFt was dehpile 
ed, diſhonoured and crucified ? If 
there be any,they may take bow- 
ing enough at every Map of the 
holy Land,or Sign ofHieruſalem, 
hanged at manyTaverns,in many 
Ktreecs of the City, and will find a 
neceſlicy of reſtoring Croſſes and 
Crucifixes, the moſt proper ſigns 
of the Jnſtrument whereon 
| Chriſt was moſt diſhonoured and 
crucihed. . 


T he fifth Reaſon for bowing at the 
T able,examined. 


# The Laſt Reaſon I ſhall take 
notice of, and1 need but note it, 
is this, The like difference may be 
diſcerned between your maner of re- 

a - Verence 
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werence in bowing towards the Alt. 
for agoration of the Encharift only, 
& ours in bowing as wel when there 
z5 no Euchariſt 6n the Table, as 
when there 5, which is wot to the 
T able of the Loyd, bat the Lord of 
the Table , to teftifie the Commu- 
ion of all the faithful Communi.- 
cants thereat. Thus is Dr. More« 
tou made to ſpeakin the ſecond 
Eaition of his Learned Inſtituti- 
ons of the Sacrament, Lib.6.c4 5, 
Seft.15.1 ſay heis made to ſpeak, 
becauſe it was not ſpoken in his 
firſt Edition,and is conceived (on 
very confiderable Reaſons): not 
to have been ſpoken by himſelf 
being contrary to his known 
judgemec, unſuitable to his Lear- 
ning, Gravity , Acyteneſle, and 
Diale&, but to have been foyſted 
in by ſome zealous Altar! Adorer 
that deſired the authority.of ſo 
Learned an Advocate, as is at 
large declared in the Quexch- 
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coal, p.289,290,291. But be it 
as it will , it is a reaſon- moſt 
vain, and carrying init theleaſt 
' of reaſon, of any yet produced :; 
For, 

How can bowing to the Table 
teſtifie the Communion of all the 
Fait hful Cimmnicants at the T a= 
ble ? Who inſticuted this ation 
unto that end? Or what natu- 
rall aptitude hath this ation to 
ſignifie ſuch a thing ? The joynt 
receiving of the Lords Supper 


doth indeed reffifie Communion , 


and is appointed thereto, But 
to think that bowing to theTable 


when there is no Communion, 


ſhould ſo do, is a moſt ridiculous 
Fancy, to be derided by the very 
Papiſts who do more really wor- 
ſhip the Lord of the Table, by 
bowing to their tranſubſtantiated 
Hoſt,and imagined real preſence, 
than the Proteſtants can,who de- 
ve 08 Lordto 56 peetnwentpes 

} 
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By bis Ordinance, and yet bow to 


the Table on a moſt groundleſ;, 
ſeaceleſs imagination. 

Wee ſee that the nature and qua- 
lity of the ObjefF doth no way di- 
Rate any colourable reaſon for 
bowing to, towards or before the 
Communion Table,and that how 
devout ſaever men ſeem to be in 
this at of Relipion, it 15 a meer 
ſhadow, and Paxity is written on 
this action in charaRers no leſs le 
ible than thoſe whereby we read 


' the Novelty thereof : And there- 


fore we mult needs as yet coclude 
itis a devotion fooliſh and unlaw- 


 f«l,unbeſeeming men of Reaſon, 


Learning and Piety to praCtice in 
themſelves, or enforce upon 0- 
thers; whilit its beſt bottomis the 
pleaſing of Superiours, & making 
Pariſh Churches conform to the 
Cathedral and Mother Churches, 
whom we muſt decline to follow 
further then they follow Chriſt. 

SECT: 
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—— 


SECI, V. 


Hough Bowing to «he 
 —_ Table be an 


ation vew and ſeemingly vain, 
yet Gods Inſtitution and ap- 
pointment will make it good and 
neceſſary; weare not ſo much to 
enquire the matter tendred unto 
God, as to obſerve the ſtamp that 
makes it currant: the moſt comon 
and contemptible Elements are 
moſt eminent parts of Gods wor: 
ſhip, when uled according to his 
own appointment:But alaſs,here- 
inwe are at the greateſt loſs of all, 
for the divine axthority of our a» 
dorationto,towards or before the 
Communion Table, concerning 
which we charge it to be an 75 
quity, and render for it this Rea- 
lon; 

Solemu 
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Solewn and Religious Bowin 
to,towaras or before the Communt- 
on T able, is nowere airefted in the 
Word sf God,and 3s therefore an iu- 
iquity fooliſh and unlawful. 

Nadab and Abihy bringing fire * 
of their own kinalinguntoGod,are 
made everlaſting Monuments of 
Gods Jealouſie, preaching to all 
the world,thatit is all acaſe to offer 
falſe werfoip to the true God, as to 
offer true worſhip to a falſe Gea-: 
As God will admit no Corrivals 
inthe honour due to him, ſo he 
will receive no homage that is not 
directed by him : It is a danger- 


' ousthjng inthe ſervice of God 


to deviate from his own inſtitutt= 
ons whilſt we have to do with a 
power which is wiſe , to preſcribe 
his own worſhip , j#ff, to require 
what he hath preſcribed : and 
xalows, to revenge that which is 
offered unto him, he having not 
required it : Moſes might nei- 

ther 
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the add nor alter a pin in the 
Tabernacle, which God preſcri- 
bed , nor might Solomon decline 
the Pattern of the Temple 
which God had made known to 
his Father David. Biſhop Hal 
contemplating the fatall chance 
of the Sons of Aaron, ſerving 
God with falſe fire , doth thus 
obſerve upon it , [When we bring 
Zeal without Knowledge, miſcon« 
ceipts of Faith, carnal Afﬀettions, 
the devices of our Will-worſhip, 
ſuperſtitions devotions into Gods 
Service, we bring common fire un* 
to bis Altar; theſe flames were 
never of his kindling, He hateth 
both Altar, Fire, Prieſk and 
Sacrifice] Let me therefore fay 
to our Altar-Adorers, To the 
Law and the Teſtimony ;, pro- 
duce divine preſcription for 
your Devotion, and religi- 
ous bowing to, towards or before the 
Communion Table, that youſtand 
not 
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not under the charge of 711q#3- 
ty, even an apparent Sxperſtsts- 
o#', advancing as divine worſhip, 
what is not of divine apporntment. 
But where ſhall we find a war- 
rant for ſolemn and religious 
bowing to, towards or before the 
Communion Table ; The Goſpell 
of Jeſus Chrift, or Epiſtles, Ca- 
nons, Acts or Traditions of 
his Apoſtles, afford us none, 
and it being a Relative Worſhip 
of God, in the nature of it, by 
3n outward frame or ſimilitude , 
will on a rationall conſideration, 
be found repugnant to the Se- 
cond Command, which inter- 
diQs all media cults, externall 
Objets to be worſhipped , 
though God be the ultimate ob- 
jet ro whom ſuch worſhip is 
intended, and ſo it is much at 
one, asto worſhip God by or be- 
fore an Image. 

Yet leſt our Zelots —_ 

a 
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fall inevitably under the charge 
of Superſtition,they will produce 
Scripture-proof to juſtifie their 
T able- Aderation, and thus they 
rally them , | 

That the Jews admoniſhed-by 
the Oracles of their Prophets anal 
Prieſts, were accuſtomed to worſmip 
the true and living God with their 
bodies proſtrate on the ground, and 
their head bowed down tothe Paves 
ment of the Temple, before the holy 
Altar is plain from the Teſtimonies 
of holy Scripture, ont of 1 Kings 
8. 22. 2 Kings 18. 22, Where 
the moſt pious . King Hezekiah, 
ſaith, Before this Altar bow your 
ſelves : Out of 2 Chron. 7. 3. 
And again, 2 Chrox 32.12. Before 
one Altar ſhall ye worſhip ,, So Dr. 
Dancon Determ, 

And Dr. Morton in the place 
before quoted , is made thus to 
ſpeak, We bow before the Gommus- 
non T able, even as the people of 
Goa © 
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Goa aid in adoring him before the 
Arke his Foorfool, Plalm 99 5. 
And in1Chron. 28.2. As Daniels 
bowing at prayer in Chaldea, tock- 
ing toWaras the Temple at Hiery- 
falem, where the Temple of Gods 
worſoip was, Dan.6.10. And Das» . 
id Would be known to bave done, 
ſaying in Pſalm. 5.7.1 will wor ſvip 
towaras thy holy Temple : Unto 
theſe are added by Shelford , 
Reeve, Pookjington and Widdows, 
P/al.99.5. Exod.12.27. Iſa.36.7. 
and the like, which are the ſame, 
or to the ſame purpoſe wich boſe 
before ailedged : And ſhall we 


now ſay there is no diretionfrom 


Scrip:nre,for bowing to theComn 


 munion Taule: to which I lay in 


general ; 

I: 1 ſhould ſay nothing by way 
of reply, who ſo readeth theſe 
Scriptures, will ſoon ſee, that be 
muſt ſtrain his Reaſon, if from 
any or all theſe Texts he infer a 

aireftion 
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direftion for Altar-worſhip : 1 
ſhall not ſtand to examine each 
Text particularly , and to ſhew 
the Bedlam-Logick in irrational, 
theological inferences, by which 
they are improved and extorted+. . 
to acquit the vanity of our Altar - 
worſhip fro the jr 6 humie 
Invention, but refer my Reader 
to the D aench-coal, ſuppoled to 
be Mr. Prizs, where he ſhall find 
them exaQtly examined, pag.240. 
241,242,243,244. I hall only 
deteR the fallacy ofthis argumen: 
tation by theſe more general an- 
{wers: - 

Firſt, Zewiſh prattiſe before 
Chriſt came in the fleſh, will make 
no warrant or geve no direttion for 
that worſhip which is to be now 
tendred unto Ged, becauſe their 
practiſes bottomed upon ſpeciall 
peculiar Reaſons, are now expi» 
red and aboliſhed ;, ſerving to 
ſhew us how God was wor/vipped, 
not 
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not how he is to be worſhipped , 
among which, the Temple, and 
Altar, and Adoration towards 
them , was not the leaſt, nay, 
. theſe were the chiefeſt; and this 
.* _- Way of Judaizing hath not been 
* TWeleaſt ſpring of the Superſti- 
| tions ſprung up in the Church of 
Rome : Before therefore theſe 
Scriptures will make any warrant 
for a conform carriage in us, we 
muſt know whether theſe pra- 
Riſes were not particular to the 
Jewes? peculiar Types and 
Shadows, expired on the appear- 
ing of the Subſtance, eſs 
Chriſt our only Temple and Al- 
tar ? which it it could be+- de- 
nyed, yet the caſe will be found 
different between this Agdorati» 
6, and our Bowing to the Com« 
union Table; and therefore I 
would admoniſh our Altar« 
worſhippers to conſider whe- 


ther they are not miſtaken in 
theſe 


4 
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[103] hee: 
thele Three Thinss, the hp 
the At, and Authority ot 
ſhip? 
The ObjeR of that Worl 
and adoration was either '# 
neral, Gods Foot (fool, whiC 16 p 
underſtand of the Earth in 
ral, 1/4.66.1. Or in ſpec al 
Arke, that Symbole of his 
ſence, 1 Chron. 28."12.M 
particular, the Templea#th 
ſalem, aud the A 
T imple , places anal 
{an&iftied by Gods eſpEE 
ſence, and ſolemnly cc 
according ro his own prefſerif 
on, but theſe are fo far from 
being Common T ables in every 
Common Church, in any Coun« 
try, Place or City, that they 
are not Tables in any me | 
gogue (the proper patern of our | 
Church:s ) not ſo much as the 
Holy Tables in the Temple , 1 
preſume our Table-Cringers 
F cannoc 


45 
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whe but know,chere was in the fp 
raacie and Temple a T able, Wm: 
Which ſtood the Shew- bread Wi 
Siver Candleſticks , Me- 
ws they ſhould give us ſome } 
ſence of the Priefis and Peo- 
EOc wing to , towards or be- 
tethat, which was alſo conſe. 
Eed-. for it is moſt irratio- 
alt fc ir err, the Jewes worſhip: 
tewards the TEMPLE 
ETAR,when they cannot 
table an Altar, or 
Es Temple, boly place, 
wy -thing, as Thave before 


Wy 


"Tx we "110i e d- 
> -++1..2, The At of Worſhip per- 
| formed among the Jews, was 
| 0 leſs different from our bow- 
| 135g and cringing , than was the 
; © Obje&: This AR of Worſhip 
was 4 praying towards the Tem- \\ 
ple, or offering of Incenſe or Sd. | 
crifice upon the Altar , as1Sevi” | 
dent, Pſalm 28.2, 1 Kings 8.20, 
30, 


"Temple it was 
before 1t,w 

in hand; 'or. C a0 

and chat at comin 


out, Or any* 

the Temple: or:;& 

devotr done t@: 

that they, muſt 

ple. bowing ts thy 

without Pray 

a ſingle At "MI 

Worſhip. 7 
3. Theres not. 


cy in this. Aragon - 
difference of A& and 


than the Authority of hel 

they worſhipped towarde# 
Temple and before the Altar on 
warrantable Grounds and Rea« 
ſons, (v5z.) The Holineſs 'God 
had ſtamped on them by con- 
ſecration. 2. The Special Pre- 
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A 4 the fire came 
Fa upon the Altar, 
Prhe Sacrifices, and 
ne people bowed 
4 **the Pavement, 
redo, when God im- 
phts the Tapers 
long ſtood on 
& They had a pro- 
Weceptance to ene 
dp pray and wor- 
| & the Temple, where 
md in what condition 
-qoot were ; when we 
T holine ſtamped on , Gods 
Tp Wives fs confined to our 
Tabfes', or ( as they affet to 
call chem) Alcars, and have a 
clear and undoubtred promiſe of 
peculiar acceptance on ſuch a 
pzrformance , we may be per- 
ſwaded to give ſolemn reverence 


(Q . 
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s from 'which it. 4 
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to. God by. religi 
| Rowaras or befor 
Tablt : till theth 
mand ſome ' cle 
from Scriptureto# 
the ſame as a duty$ 
acquit theſelves 
Intquity, for iy Nerd 
vating into Chrift 
way of Woiſhip! 
fivoulous in it it 
out Divine Wart 
apparently fooliſh 
full. 
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U R Fourth and Laſt Big 

dence that Solewn and reliols 
ons bowing to, towards, or "btfort 
the Communion-Table 4: fouliſhand 
unlawful is the 1 {alignycheredf, 
which we charge upon it, becauſe 
F 3 it 


and danger» 


paſs without ſcandal 
jor, and danger to 
: is of a moſt known * 
gence,in reſpect of 
d therefore to be a- 
Ib thorred. 
wiemn and Religious 
Erhe Comunion-Ta- 
ale of it £»fxl, hath 
pmatifeſted in the 
;& Iniqnity there- 
yered, by which,all 
needsread ,that it 1s 
ws wperſtition, innovared 
be: b C burch & Worſhi pof God | 
x — «5 any Reaſon tn theObjett or | 
> aniſeriprion of God: being in 1ts na- | 
. ture a 4iv5xe, not Civil Worſhip,a 
piece of Devotion , pretending to 
reverence God or Chriſt, as dire- 
Cted unto him,as the w/timats O5- 
qeft of the ſame , whilſt God acver / 
r:quired inſtituted; 7 pre/cribeaany 


ſuch 
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ſuch worſhip, n r Ar 
mind that in jr aw 
ſhould be done untet 
Patriarchs and Propl 
Old Teſtament, "a8 
Primitive Chriſtians 
acquainted with, or di 
ledge any ſuch aR'e 
on of the Altar or-\*Þi 
meanes , method Y 
worſhip of God : Alias 
which notion the Tabl 
unto) are ecerly cea 
boli/hed : all Chriſta 
lous fincere Prot: tants 
cod and condemned it as 3 RS 
ſoperſt tious,and :dolarrouckyh te + 4 
Paranand ? apiſts , and the mot © "5 
zealous aſlertors and obſeryers of 
bawing to the Table, do enforce, 
juitifie and maintain, with a meer 
pleaofanriquity inpornt of prattice, 
v/hich can be no warrantably 
preſcription of divine Worſhip , 
and that 18 only pretended & pro- 
F 4 ved 


* & 


= 
"r 30 
mthorities, & falſe 
w$ moſt abfurd Ri- 
1 Jons, plain and palpa- 
fbumane inventions, 
N mielves confeſſed *% 
ng indifferent, to be 
dt done without cclure, 
ot be the property of 
i$ 3 all which do 
arly conclude it to be in 
ſuperſtitions, and 10 
_ adalous and danger- 


. 


4 
FX. ye well weigh the na- 
$: For folemn and Religious 
+ bowing to, towards, or before 
E the CommunionTab! e,we ſhould 
| "| ind it hard to acquit it from 1do- 
latry : by reaſon it is an apparent 
Relative wor ſhip of God jnyhroug 
or by reaſon of the Communion 
Table, which is the formality 
of the worſhip of the Reathen, 
and popiſh Images, Crucitxes, 

and Idols, and determined to be 
idolatry 


——_—_— ———— —— — — tte 


—— 
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idolatry by Dr. .4ortowal 
terminech, rhat.not one 
minating and fixing dy 
vine honokr upon any ertar®. 
ture, is idolatry but when Þ 
Latria or divine worſhip 1s 
given to an Image becauſe 
of the relation ut bath to 
Ged or Chriſt, and it can % 
not as I conceive. vary, if in 
given to an Altar orTable,beca at 
of this relation ,, becauſe it agy  _ 
in-that which is the forma infat- 
mans of Idolatry &whichy is aaa: 
red ſo to be by our own Howlies, , 
and all our Proteſiant- Writers * 
againlt the 1dolatry of thePapilts, 
and. by Be{armine himſelf in his 
book of Images, Cap.24. for that. 
there is nothing pleaded by way 
of excuſe,to acquit thisT'able-wor 
ſip from Idolatry,which was not 
better pleaded and pleadable by 
the Pagans and Papilts, who ever 
denied co worſhip the fock, fon? 

vy 0c 
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lot, it direRed their worſhip 
-irrey inſpired, Or Was ye- 
"upd thac ſtock or tone, & 
Holineſle cherevpon. 
_ in Gods Worſhip 
;C: phe h leſſe dolatry) cannot be 
din the Church of Ged with- 
a, ſo finful and malignant in 
Wioence, that it muſt need; be 
.. wry -ftone and a rock of 
"Reence jAange raris to the WeARIVEAL 
dy w embraceReligton devo oHuon 
and reverence towards God, and 
run-vpo a divine worſhip without 
regard and examinacion, becauſe 
uſed by ſuch us profeſs Ged, rather 
- than becaule inſtirted by God: & 
a: ftr nttive to the Wicked, who are 
bv a righteous God given over to 
offer him that ſervice, which mutt 
be rejected with,and who hath ye- 


quired this at your hands. 
{ Bur ©o ſtrain Charity to its ut- 
mo{t bounds, and if it were pofi- 


| ble to abate the malignity of this 
| tables 


» 
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table-worfhip by acquitting it fro 
3,iquity ,, we ſhould yet find'it'3 
ſcandalons and dangerous &there- 
in ſufficiently maligzant, whereby XZ 
to render it tooliſh and anlawfal, 
and that in theſe two reſpetts : 

Firſt, Bowing to the Commu- 
nion Table Symbelizeth with the 
wor ſhip of Pagans and Papiſts, 
thoſe known 1dolaters, eſpecially 
inthat order in which it was of 
late (and beginneth a freſhto be) 
uſed among us, in his Majeſties 
Royal Chappel, Lambeth Chap® 
pel, the Cathedral and many Pa- 
riſh Churches, whilſt the Table 
muſt be made in the frame of an 
Altar,railed in, and advanced as 
an holy Incloſure ;, fixed at the 
Eaſt end of the Church ; and fur- 
niſhed with Altar-Furniture, and 
Coverings, and Candleſticks with 
Candles in them placed therein ; 
the Images of God, or Chriſt, or 
the Holy Ghoſt placed over them 

in 


0 
, CATS 
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Lan the glaſs window, or ſome 
- ſtately C ruetfi« in Arras hanged 
& behind, and above them, or ſme 


& Croſle in tome kind of hangings, 


Eneid.lib, $. 
p. 171,172, 
Ib $.p.213. 
libs. p 279, 
Ovid Faftor. 
lib. $. p. 88 
Horace Epi. 
lib, 2. Epiſt. 
I, 


Tewell and 


as at the Abbey ac IV. fminſter : 
and fo bow:d :nto, or bonded b:- 
fore, when. no duty in ban! 
doth dirett that genufieRtion, bur 
tt ſelf is done as a dilin& piece 
of devotion; in all which there 
1s a moſt full conformity to the 
heathen worſh'p of the r gocs, 
by bowing before their Alcars 
placed in the-Eilt, and prepared 
according as 1s here deſcribed, all 


which is declared ,by 

their own Poecs Vir - 

oil Ovid and Horace: 
by our retorme.l Di- 

vines Dr. Rainzsld in 
his Treatiſe De 1dslo- 
latria Eccleſic Roma- 
ze lib 2. cap. 3. ſect: 
46, pag.4 32, Biſhop 
Biſhop: Morton , hr 
y 
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by our own Homilies in the third - 
part of the Homily of the peril of ' 
1dolatry, as allo by the Fathers of 
old, andthe plain ſuggeſtions of 
the Scripture, coupling together 
the Altars aud Images. of the 
Gentiles in their Erection, deltru- 
&ion or Adoration. 

And tor the conformity of this 
practice unto the Papiſts, itis ſo 
legible that all may run and read 
it ; andI (hall only inſorce it with 
that known ſtory, witneſling the 
full agreement of the Papiſls 
Priefis & Engliſh Altar dba + 
pers,as to this point;:onMaunday 
Thurfday,in the year of our Lord 
1636. Mrs.Charncck (agentle- 
woman of good quality) with her 
daughter and ſome other friends, 
amonplit whom one was a Papiſt, 
went to fee the Kings Chappel, 
where. they ſaw an Alrar with 
1apers and other furniture on it, 
a Crucifix over it : and preſently 

Dr. Brows 


7:4 | [ I 16 | 
| Dr. Brown of Faiths Church,one 
* of his Majeſties Chaplaines and a 
WF me Dean in this Church 
” of Hereford, With another Mini- 
ſter (after known to . 
be his Curate ) came into the | 
Chappel; and turning themſelves 
towards the Altar, ; Dr T bree 
Times:aud then performing ſome 
private devotion departed : and 
immediately came Two Seminary 
Prieſts,and did as the Doctor and 
his Curate had done before them, 
on which Mrs.Charzock,ſpeaking | 
to her friends, ſaid, 7 »ever thought | 
tohgve ſeen ſuch aſight inEngland, 
that our own Miniſters and P opifh 
Prieſts ſhould- thus repair into the 
KingsChappel,& uſe the ſelf ſame 
bowings & geſtures to the Altar & 5 
CYHCIfix as {they wereboth agreed; 
whereunto her Papiſt friend pre- 
. ſently replyed , There is no ſuch f 
oads or difference between you and | 
41,44 is conceived, And one of the 


Prieſts | | 
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Prieſts ſeconded her, and ſaid, 
Gentlewoman you need not wonder * 
at our bowing and kneeling to the 
Altar and crucifix; for you ſee that 
Miniſters of your own Religion do 
the ſame. 

Can Idolaters find their fooliſh 
ſuperſtitions followed by,and re- 
tained among the profeſſors of 
Gods true worſhip, and ngt be 
obdurated in their vanity& folly? 
or can any conſcientious Prote- 
ſtants , convinced that God re- 
quires his people to avoid. the 
Symbel or ſimilitude as well as 
[ubſtauce of falſe worſhip, and not 
be offended, prieved, ſcandalized, 
at this apparent conformity with 
Pagans and Papiſts, in an ation 
that neither Reaſon,nor Relipis, 
more then humane invention,fu- 
perſtitious devotion, will appoint, 
allow or defend? 

Secondly, Solemn and Religi- 
ous bowing to, towards,or _ 
- tac 
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the Communion Table is a ſþring 
of ſuperſtition and fountain of va - 
nity, from whence it floweth in 
Sreat abundance, Mem do not gat 
ther Grapes of T hornes and Figs of 
T hiftles,fuch as is the Tree, ſuch 
mult be the fruir, ſuch as are the 
premifes,mult be the-concluſion : 
If the Communion Table muſt be 
bowed unto with ſolemn and Re- 
ligious bowing, then it will fol- 
low - 

Firſt,7 hat holineſs of places and 
inſtruments-(expired and aboli- 
ſhed by the comming of Chriſt ) 
z yet continued in, aud to be regar- 
ded and reverenced by the Church 
of God; and this is evident in Dr. 
Dancons r.otion,that theLords ta» 
ble is the oft holy of Gods Howſ- 
bold-fiuff, and in that the Aſſer- 
tors of this Table Worſhip,do at- 
feR.co call the Table, the Arar, 
High Alrar,. the names of holy | 


inſtruments ; and muſt not this 
obdu: 
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obdurate the Jewes, who know 
holy places and inſtruments to be 
the Types of the Meſſiah,and of® 
fend rhe Chriſtian, who knoweth 
that Chriſt our Altar is in Heaven 
and hath laid common all holy 
places and inſtruments? 

2.Then CommunionT ables muſt 
have holineſs ſtamped upon them, 
and be ſignally aiſting wiſhed fro 
other places and inſtruments above 
Which they muſt be ſignified by ſoe 
ſolemn, fþecialzpecaliar reverence : 
So we ſee a neceſſity of removing 
the T able out of the Body of the 
Church into theChancel(themoſt 
honourable place) and placing it 
cloſe to the Wall, leſt anv ſhould 
ſit behind it, above Jeſus Chriſt, 
(faith Shelford) railing 3t in, 
leſt common people come nigh 
and prophane it; advancing it 
by ſteps, that it may be nam 7 
cuous at coming into the 
Chu:ch - and confecrating it by 
a 
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. a ſolemn and Religious Rite or 
Order of ſtampiyg holineſs; and 
of ſurniſoing it with Candleſticks, 
Tapers, Croſles and Crucifixes, 
leſt we ſhould ſeem to worſhip 
a ſimple naked ſoyners frame , 
if it were left without weair 
or guard : all which have been 
made ſegible by the Writings , 
Preaching and Practiſe of our 
Table-cringers, as the natural 
Inferences,Brood and Off: ſpring 
of ſolemn and religious Bowing 
- to the Communion Table. 

3. Then the Lord Feſus Chriſt 
one way aifpenſed to his people, 
aoth ſtamp more helineſſe, ana 
make the Inſtruments of ſuch mint- 
ftration- Objetis of more Honour 
aud Reverence than the ſame 
Chrift diſpenſed another way aoth 
or 6an ao : The ſubſtance and 
matter of the Word read, 
preached and ſenſibly admini- 
ſired, is one and the ſame, 

Chrif 
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Chrift crucified , all is Verbans 
Dei, or Dews Verbam, although 
one be vifible, and the other 
audible ; and yet the Table only 
not the Deck, or Pulpit , mult 
have ſolemn and religious re- 
verence : Baptiſm 1s a Sacra» 
ment, an Ordinance of the ſame 
nature with the Lords Sxpper, 
lignifying & ſealing the Blood of 
Chriſt crucified,and ſhed as a Sa- 
crifice for ſin,though in a differet 
adminiſtration, according to the 
different capacity of the $ubje@, 
yet the T able muſt be bowed nnto, 
and not the Fent; and ſo differ. 
ent adminiſtrations of the ſame 
ſubltance do ſtamp different de- 
grees of holineſſe, though never 
deſigned nor directed of God un- 
to that end. 

4. Then Relative power is an 
eminent piece of Religion and 
Chriſtian Devotion : who miſt 
not be bound to po to God 

1 me 
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immediately in their ſolemn and 
religious adoration,. but making 
him their »/rimate Objef, may 
diret their Reverence toward 
an external Objeft,. a Frame, 
Altar or Table, related unto 
God or Chriſt, and to him de 
dicated as the meiinm cultys, 
and then how ſhall we keepe 
out [mages and Cracifixes as like- 
ly media cultus, as Tables or Al- 
tars? and charge folly on the 
Primitive Chriſtians and Prote. 
ftants, and on our own Church, 
who charged papiſts and Pagans 
with = Dd or worſhipping 
God by external meaia and with 
relative worſhip. 

Laſtly, Then we muſ2 circam- 
ſcribe God , ard confine Feſus 
Chriſt to the Communion T able 
as wed when the Sacrament ts not, 
as When it ts adminiſtred , as 
ro his pecu'iar Pew in eve- 
ry Church, Throne, Char of 
Sat*, 
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State, Mercy-Seat among his peo» 

le, otherwiſe we bow to the Ta- 
ble inthe groſleſt way and degree 
of Idolatry, as a meer foyners 
Frame, the work of Mans 
Hand. 

Many abſurdities of this nas» 
ture do naturally flow from 
this A& of Table Worſhip, 
rendring it a moſt — 
Engine between Englaxd an 
Rome , but on that, among 
other Grounds, greatly ſcanda- 
{ogs to all fincere Worſhippers 
of God, and a dangerous ſium 
bling ftone for weak and wick 
ed Chriſtians, being in it ſelf 
an Hyara of Superſtition , and 
ſetting open a Doore, nay Floode 
eate to many horrid Superſtiti- 
ons, and the very Sluce of 
Idolatry , and if the SubjeR of 
ſuch Malignity, I may fure ra- 
tionally conclude , That ſolemn 
and Religious Bowing to , to® 
wards 
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wards,cr before the Communion 
Table, is an Action or Geſture 
fooliſh and unlawtull, and the ra+ 
ther becauſe innovated by hu- 
mane Invention, without Divine 
Preſcription, or any conſiderable 
Reaſon, 


